
PREAMBLE 

We, the people of the City of Orchard Lake Village, 
by the grace of Almighty God, and pursuant to authority 
granted by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States and the State of Michigan, in order to secure the 
benefits of local self-government, and otherwise to pro­
mote the common welfare of all cithens, do hereby or­
dain and establish this Charter for the City of 
Orchard Lake Village, Michigan. 
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CHAP'rER l 

NAME AND BOUNDARIES 

NAME AND BOUNDARIES: 

Section 1. The municipal corporation, heretofore created by the vote of 
the electors under provisions of Act 279 of the Public Acts of 1909 as amended, 
shall be known as the 11City of Orchard Lake Village. 11 It is a body corporate 
and politic and shall have perpetual succession. 

Said Municipal Corporation shall embrace the following described territory 
set apart from West Bloomfield Township, Oakland County~ Michigan, heretofore 
known as the City of Orchard Lake Village, together with such territory as may 
from time to time be attached thereto, and less such territory as may from time 
to time be detached therefrom; in accordance with law: 

Commencing at the Southwest corner of Section 16, Town 2 North, Range 9 
East; thence Easterly along the South line of said section to the Southeast cor­
ner thereof; thence South along the section line between Sections 21 and 22 to 
the Northerly right of way line of the Grand Trunk Railway to a point where the 
said Grand Trunk Railway line crosses the Orchard Lake Road in the Northeast 
quarter of Section 11; thence Northerly along the center line of said Orchard 
Lake Road to the point where said highway turns to the East; thence Northerly 
along the eighth line in the S.E. ~of Section 2 to the shore of Cass Lake; 
thence Westerly following the shore line of Cass Lake to the point where said 
shore line intersects with the section line between Sections 3 and 4; thence 
Southerly along said section line and the section line between Sections 9 and 
lO to where said section line intersects the Pontiac and Commerce Highway (pre­
sently Commerce Road); thence Southwesterly along the center line of said high­
way to the point where the North and South quarter-section line of Section 9 in­
tersects said highway; thence Southerly along said quarter-section line to the 
South line of Section 9; thence Southerly along the section line between Sect­
ions 16 and 17 to the place of beginning. 
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CHAPTER 2 

MUNICIPAL POWERS 

GENERAL POWERS: 

Section 2.1. Unless otherwise provided or limited in _this Charter, the 
City and its officers shall possess and be vested with any and all powers, 
privileges and immunities, expressed or implied, which cities and their offi­
cers are. or hereafter may be, permitted to exercise or to provide for in their 
charters under the Constitution and statutes of the State of Michigan, inclu­
ding all 'powers,. privilea;es. and immunities which cities are, or may be, per­
mitted to provide in their ch:arters by Act 279 of the Public Acts of 1909 of 
the State of Michigan, as amended, as fully and completely as thOugh these 
powers. privileges and immunities were specifically enumerated in and provi­
ded for in this Charter, and· in no case shall any enumeration of particular 
powers, privileges or innnunities herein be held to be excluslv.e. 

The City and its officers shall have power to exercise all municipal 
powers in the management and control of municipal property and in the adminis­
tration of the municipal government, whether such powers be eXpreSsly enumerated 
herein or not; to do any act to advance the interests of the City, the good 
government and prosperity of the municipality and its inhabitants, enforce all 
laws, ordinances and resolutions relating to its municipal concerns, subject to 
the provisions of the Constitution, statutes and this -charter. 

FURTHER DEFINITION OF POWERS: 

Section 2.2. In addition to the powers possessed by the City under the 
Constitution and statutes, and those set forth throughout this Charter, the City 
shall have power with respect to~ and ma:y, by ordinance and other 11iwful acts of 
its offiCers, provide for the following, subject to any specific limitations 
placed thereon by this Charter or by law: 

(A) The acquiar'tion by purchase, gift, condemnation, lease, construction 
or in any manner permitted by statute, of property of every type and nature for 
public use, which property may be located within or without the CouOty of Oakland 
and which may be required for or incidental to the ·present or future exercise of 
the purposes. powers and duties of the City, either proprietary or otherwise; 

(B) The maintenance, development, operation, leasing and dlsposal of City 
prope.rty subject to any restr'ictions placed thereOn by this Chartei or by law; 

(C) The establish1nent and vacation of streets, alleys, public ways and other 
public places, and the use, regulation, improvement and control of the surface 
of such streets, alleys, public ways and other public places and Of the space 
above and beneath them; 

(D) The use, by others than the owner, of property located in streets, al­
leys and public places, in the operation of a public utility, upon the payment of 
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CHAPTER 2 - Continued 

a reasonable compensation to the owner thereof; 

(E) A plan of streets and alleys within and for a distance of not more 
than three (3) miles beyond the municipal limits; 

(F) The use, control and regulation of lakes, waters and streams within 
its boundaries, subject to any limitations imposed by law; 

(G) Regulating, restricting and limiting the number and locations of oil 
and gasoline stations; 

(li) The establishing of districts or zones wi~hin which the use of land 
and structures, the height, the area, the size and location of buildings and 
required open spaces for light and ventilB.tion of such buildings, and the density 
of population may be regulated by ordinance in accordance with statutory pro­
visions governing zoning; 

(I) The regulating of trades, occupations and amusements within the City, 
not inconsistent with State and Federal laws, and for the prohibiting of such 
trades, occupations and amusements as are detrimental to the health, morals or 
welfare of its inhabitants; 

(J) Licensing, regulating, restricting and limiting the number, size and 
locations of advertising signs or displays and billboards within the City; 

(K) The preventing of injury or annoyance to the inhabitants of the City 
from anything which is dangerous, offen:;live or unhealthful, and for preventing 
and abating nuisances and punishing those occasioning them or neglecting or re­
fusing to abate, discontinue or remove the same; 

(L) The prescribing of the terms and conditions upon which licenses may be 
granted, suspended or revoked; requiring payment of reasonable sums for licenses; 
and requiring the furnishing of a bond to the City for the faithful observance 
of the conditions under which licenses are granted, otherwise conditioning such 
licenses as the Council may prescribe; 

(M) The prohibiting or regulating of all landings of aircraft within its 
boundaries, and, for the purpose of promoting and preserving the public peace, 
safety and welfare, controlling and regulating the use of the air above the City 
by aircraft oe all types; 

(N) The prohibiting or regulating of the use, occupancy and parking of 
house trailers within the City, including the detachment thereof from wheels or 
the placing on, or attaching to, the ground by means of any temporary or perma­
nent foundation, or in any manner whatsoever; 

(0) The r!;!quiring of an owner of real property withiti. the City to abate 
public hazards and nuis~nces which are dangerous to the health or safety of 
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CHAPTER 2 -'Continued 

inhabitants of the City within a reasonable time after the Council notifies 
him that such hazard or nuisance exists, and if the owner fails to comply with 
such requirements, or if the owner is unknown, to abate such hazards or nuis­
ances and assess the cost thereof against such property in accordance with 
Section 11. 7; 

(P) In the interest of public health. and safety, the compelling of the 
owners of lots and parcels of land, at their own expense, to keep obnoxious 
weeds, and grasses interspersed witlJ. such weeds, mowed and cut down thereon, 
and to keep such property cleared of garbage, rubb:l.sh and refuse, and if the 
owner fails to comply with such requirements, or if the owner is unknown, to 
abate such condition and assess the cost thereof against such property in accor­
dance with Section 11.7. 
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CHAPTER 3 

ORGANIZATION OF GOVERNMENT 

TilE CITY COUNCIL: 

Section 3. 1. The electors of the City shall elect a City Council of 
seven (7) members, one of whom shall serve as Mayor, which Council shall con­
stitute the legislative and governing body of the City and which shall have 
power and authority, exce,pt as in this Charte't: or by law providing otherwise, 
to exercise all powers conferred upon or possessed by ·the City, including 
the power and authority to adopt such laws, ordinances and resolutions as it 
shall deem p't:oper in the exercise theteof, In all cases where the word 
"Council" is used in this Charter, the same shall mean such City Council and 
shall b!;1: synonymous with the word "Commission", or any other term used in any 
State or Federal law in referring to municipal legislative or governing bod­
ies. 

The Council shall cau,:ce to be designed and shall adopt a Municipal Seal. 

No compensations, allowances or gift monies shall be appropriated for or 
paid to any Councilmember or other City officer, board or employee from City 
funds, except as duly provided for in the Budget under Section 8.5 

QUALIFICATIONS OF COUNCILMEMBERS: 

Section 3.2. Members of the Council shall meet the 
menta contained iu Section 5,1 of this Charter and shall 
of twenty-five (25) years at the time of taking office. 
sole judge of the election and qualifications of its own 
to court review. 

COMPENSATION OF MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS: 

eligibility require­
have reached the age 
The Council shall be 
members, subject only 

Section 3,3. Members of the Council including the Mayor shall receive no 
compensation for their services as such but their reasonable and necessary ex­
penses actually incurred in service in behalf of the City as are authorized and 
itemized shall be paid upon order of the Council. ,f·• 

ELECTION OF MAYOR: MAYOR PRO TEM: 

Section 3.4. The Council shall, at its first meeting following certifi­
cation, and after the newly elected members take office, elect one (1) of its 
members t.o s·erve as Mayor and one (1) to serve as Mayor Pro Tem, both for a 
term expiring at the fi_rst Council meeting following certification, when the 
election of a Mayor and Mayor Pro Tern shall be completed as hereinafter pro­
vided. Such election 'shall be by majority vote of the members of the Council 
in offic-e at the time; p.rovided,- however, each officer shall continue in office 
until his successor has been selected and Sworn in, 
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CHAPTER 3 - Continued 

In the event of absence or disability of both the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tern, 
the Council may designate another of its members to serve as Acting Mayor during 
such absence or disability. 

DUTIES OF MAYOR: 

Section 3. S. (A) Insofar as required by statute, and for all ceremonial 
purposes, the Mayor shall be the executive head of the City. The Mayor shall 
have a voice and vote in all proceedings of the Council equal with that of _other 
members of the Council, but shall have no V·2to power. The Mayor shall be the 
presiding officer of the Council. 

(B) The Mayor shall be a conservator of the peace, and in emergencies may 
exercise within the City the powers conferred upon sheriffs to suppress riot and 
disorder, and shall "have authority to comma:1d the assistance of all able-bodied 
citizens to aid in the enforcement of the ordinances of the City and to suppress 
riot and disorder. 

(C) The Mayor shall execute or authenticate by personal signature such in­
struments as the Council, this Charter or a::ty statutes of the State of M:tchigan 
or laws of the United States shall requlre. 

(D) Except as may be required by stat·Jte, the Mayor shall exercise only 
suclt powers as this Charter or the Council shall specifically confer. 

(E) In the absence or disability of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tern shall per­
form the duties of Hayor. In the absence or disability of both, the designated 
Acting Mayor shall perform such duties, Absence or disability :tn this Chapter 
shall mean only such conditions and situations as make the officer unable to per­
form official duties as of a necessary time or place. 

ADMINISTRATION: 

Section 3.6. The Administrative officers of the City shall be the Mayor, 
Clerk, Attorney, Treasurer, Assessor nnd suc:h additional officers as may be created 
by ordinance, but not including a City Admi:listrator or Manager except under terms 
proposed by the Council and approved by majority vote of the electors at a Regular 
or Special City Election. The Council may by ordinance combine any Administrati.ve 
offices in any manner i.t deems necessary or advisabl.e for the proper and efficient 
operation of the City. 

:All Administrative officers of the City, as well as all heads of departments 
and such other appointive officers as may by ordinance be designuted, shall be 
appointed by the Council and shall bo reHponsible to, and have their compensation 
fixed by, the Council in accordance with Budget appropriations. 

Except as may be otherwise required or limited by this Charter or by law, the 
Council shall establish by ordinance such departmonts of the City-as it deems nec­
essoju.y-o:r,.a<Jv;Lsabl~ and s_h~;~~l,,p_r:epcr,tb,e th.e,:::eiq the functions of each department 
and the duties, authorities and respo.nslbtlities, 1of the officers of each department. 

- 6 -



CHAPTER 3 - Cont~nued 

All personnel employed by the City who are not elected officers of the 
City or Administrative officers by, or under the authority of, this Charter 
shall be deemed to be employees of the City. 

Any elllployee who has been discharged omy within ten (10) days thereafter 
petition the Council to hear the facts regarding such discharge. The Council 
will decide what action to take in the matter. 

- 7 -

,. 



' 

CHAPTER 3 - Continued 

CLERK: FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES: 

Section 3. 7, (A) The Clerk shall be the Clerk of the City and shall at­
tend all meetings of the Council and shall keep a permanent journal of its 
proceedings. 

(B) The Clerk shall be the custodian of the City Seal and shall affix it 
to all documents and instruments requiring the Seal, and shall ~ttest the same. 
The Clerk also shall be custodian of all papers, docUments and records pertain­
ing to the City the custody of which is not otherwise provided. 

(C) The Clerk shall certify by personal signature all ordinances and reso­
lutions enacted or passed .by the Counc.il. 

(D) The Clerk shall act as Accounting Officer of the City and be respon­
sible for the maintenance of a system of accounts of the City which shall con­
form to any uniform system required by law and by the Council and to generally 
accepted principles and procedures of governmental accounting, The Clerk shall 
make monthly financial statements to the Council. 

(E) The Clerk shall have power to administer oaths of office. 

(F) The Clerk shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed for the 
person serving in said position by this Charter or by the Council. 

TREASURER~ FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES: 

Section 3.8. (A) The T;reasurer shall have the custody of all monies of the 
City, any bond pertaining solely to the Clerk and all evidence of indebtedness 
belonging to the City or held in trust by the City, 

(B) The Treasurer shall collect all monies of the City the collection of 
which is not provided for elsewhere by the Charter or ordinance. The Treasurer 
shall receive from other officerS and employees of the City all money belonging 
to and receivable by the City that may be cOllected by such officers and employ­
ees, including fines, license fees and all other charges, All money shall be 
turned over to the Treasurer after collection or receipt, and the Treasurer in 
all cases shall give a receipt therefor. 

(C) The Treasurer shall keep and deposit all monies or funds in such manner 
and only in such places as the Council may determine and shall report the same in 
detail to the Accounting Officer of the City. 
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CHAPTER 3 - Continued 

(D) The Treasurer shall disburse all City funds in accordance with the 
provisions of statute, this Charter and procedures t.o be established by the 
Council. 

(E) The Treasurer shall have such powers, duties and prel':'Qgatives in re­
gard to the collection and custOdy of State, County, School District and City 
taxes as are conferred by statute upon Township treasurers in connection with 
State, County, Township and School District taxes upon real and persov,sl pro­
perty. 

(F) The Treasurer may delegate to employees or other Officials of the 
City any of the functions and duties set forth herein, provided however, that 
such delegation shall be specifically described and approved by Council Reso­
lution. 

(G) The Treasurer shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed 
for such Officer by statute, by this Charter or by the Council. 

ASSESSOR: FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES: 

Section 3.9. The Assessor shall possess all the powers vested in, .and shall 
be charged with all the duties imposed upon, assessing officers by statute. The 
Assessor shall prepare all regular and special assessment rolls in the manner 
prescribed by this Charter, by ordinance and by statute, The Assessor shall per­
form such other duties as may be prescribed for such Officer in this C.'harter or by 
the CounciL 

ATTORNEY: FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES: 

Section 3.10, (A) The Attorney shall act as legal advisor to, and be Attor­
ney and Counsel for, the Council and shall be responsible solely to the Council. 
The Attorney shall in writing advise any Officer or Department Head of the City 
in matters relating to official legal duties when so requested and _sha_ll file with 
the Clerk a copy of all written opinions given by such Attorney, 

(B) The Attorney shall p1;osecute such ordinance violations and shall conduct 
for the City such cases in court and before other legally constituted tribunals 
as the Council may request. The Attorney shall file with the Clerk copies of such 
records and files relating thereto as the Council may direct. 

(C) The Attorney shall prepare or review all ordinances, contracts, bonds 
and other written instruments which are submitted to such Officer by the Council 
and shall promptly give an opiniou as to the legality thereof. 

(D) 1~e Attprney shall call to the attention of the Council all matters of 
law, and changes or developments therein, affecting the City. 

(E) The Attorney shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed for 
such officer by this Charter or by the Coun(/-il, 

- 9 -



CHAPTER 3 - Continued 

(F) Upon the reconnnendation of the Attorney, or upon its own initiative, 
the Council may retain special legal counsel to handle any matter in which the 
City has an interest, or to assi~o>t and coun<!el w.ith the Attorney therein. 

COMPENSATION OF ATTORNEY AND SPECIAL COUNSEL: 

Section 3.11. The compensation set by the Council for the Attorney shall 
be in contemplation of the normal duties of that office. Special compensation 
may be provided at the discretion of the Council for appeals to; or litigation 
conunenced in any court; for work requiring extensive hearings before quasi­
judicial or administrative tribunals; for conde1m1atiou proceedings or for other 
nJatters outside the scope of prescribed normal duties. No such special compen­
sation, nor any compensation to special legal counsel, shall be paid except in 
accordance with an agreement between the Council and the Attorney or special 
counsel made before the service for which such special compensation is to be 
paid has been rendered, 

PLANNING AND ZONING: 

Section 3.12, (A) The Council shall establish by ordinar1ce a City Planning 
Connnission in accordance with and having all the powers and duties _granted by the 
provisions of statute relating to such commissions. 

(B) The Council shall maintain a Zoning Ordinance. The Zoning Ordinance and 
any amendments thereto shall be first considered by the Planning Commission who 
shall thereafter submit its recommendations to the Council. The Planning Commission 
shall provide whatever notices and public hearings as may be required under State 
law and in no event shall the proposed Zoning Ordinance or any amendments thereto 
be recommended without a public hearing thereon. The Zoning Ordinance and any 
unH;>cndments thereto shall not be amended, nor special· use exceptions granted, except 
by ordinance, upon an affirmative vote of at least five (5) members of th8. Council. 

(C) The Zoning Ordinance and any amendments thereto shall be subject to the 
ri.ght of referendum by the electors of the City upon the filing of a referendary 
petition not later than thirty (30) days following the adoption of the Ordinance 
by the Council, signed by not less tha11 ten percent (10%) of the registered electors 
of the Clty, as of the date of the last Regular City Election, and all signatures 

'• on said petition shall be obtained within thirty (30) days before the date of 
fi.ling the petition with the Clerk, Any such petition shall be addressed to the 
Council and may be the aggregate of two (•2) or more petition papers identical as to 
contents and simultaneously filed by one (1) person. A referendary petition shall 

"'• identify th_e specific Ordinance or specific part thereof it proposes to have repealed. 

Each signer of a petition shall sign his or her name, and shall place thereon, 
after such name, the date and place of residence by street and number, or by other 
customary designation. To each petition paper there shall be attached a sworn affi­
davit by the circulator thereof, stating the number of signers th12creof and that 
each slgnature thereon is the genuine\hgHHt'ui'li-'of th8 person whose name. it pur­
ports to he, and that it was made in the presence of the affiant. Such petition 
shall be filed with the Clerk, who shall, within fifteen (15) days, canvass the 
signatures thereon, If the petition does not contain a sufficient number of sig­
natures of registered electors of the City, the Clerk shall notify forth~dth by 
registered mail the person filing such petition and fifteen (15) days from such 
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CHAPTER 3 - Continued 

notification shall be allowed for the filing of supplemental petition paper:J, 
When a petition ·with sufficient signatures is filed within the ·time allowed by 
this Section, the Clerk shall present the petition to the Council at its. next 
Regular Meeting, 

The Council shall submit the proposal at tl1e next Election held in the City 
for any other purpose, or, in the discretion of the Council, at a Special Elect-­
ion called for that purpose; but no Election on a referendary petition flhall be 
held sooner than fifty (50) days after the Council determines to submi.t it. If 
no Election is to be held in the City for any otlwr purpose within one hundred 
fifty (150) days from the time the petition is presented to the Council, then 
the Counc:Ll shall call a SPecia:t. Election within sixty (60) days from such date 
of presentation for the submission of the ·referendury proposal. The result of 
all Elections held under the provisions of this Sl'ction shall be determined by 
a majority vote of the electors voting thereon, 

The presentation to the Council by the Clerk of a valid and sufficient ref­
erendary petition shall automatically suspend the operation of the specific Ord­
inance in question pending final determination by the electors. 

(D) The Council shall appoint or act as a Board of Zoning Appeals. 

PLATS: 

Section 3.13. No lands or premises shall hereafter be laid out, divided 
and platted into lots, streets and alleys within the City, except by permission 
and approval of the Council. The Council shall have authority to impose reuson­
able terms and conditions upon the approval· of any plat, 
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CHAPTER 4 

ELECTIONS 

QUALIFICATIONS Dl' ELECTORS: 

Section 4.1. The residents of the City having the qualifiCations of 
Electors in the State of Michigan shall be eligible to vote upon being duly 
registered by the City. 

ELECTION PROCEDURE: 

Section 4,2. The e.lection of all City officers shall be on a non­
partisan basis. The general election statutes shall apply to and control, 
as near as may be, all procedures relating to registration and City elections 
except as such statutes relate to political parties or partisan procedure. 

WARDS AND PRECINCTS: 

Section !1,3, The City of Orchard Lake Village shall consist of one (1) 
ward. The Election Commission may from time to time establish election pre­
cincts. 

ELEC'riON DATE: 

Section 4.4. A Regular City Election shall be held on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November of each year. 

ELECTIVE OI<'FICJmS AND TERMS OF OFFICE: 

Section 4.5. The elective officers of the City shall be seven (7) Coun­
cilmembers, all of whom shall be nominated and electeU from the City at large 
and who shall serve for a term of three (3) years, 

At the first Regular Election following the adoption of this Charter, 
three (3) members shall be elected to the Council; two (2) the following year; 
and two (2) the following year and then three (3) the following year, so that 
there shall be elected to the Council three (3) members every third election. 

In the event of a vacancy, the same shall be filled at the next Regular 
City Election pursuant to the provisions of Section 5, 7 of this Charter; pro­
vided, however, that no Councilmember shall be eligible for election to more 
than two (2) consecutive three-year terms. 
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CHAPTER 4 - Continued 

At the f-trst Monday following the certification of the Election results, 
the Council shall hold an Organh.ational Meeting and may thereafter conduct its 
business in the same manner as a Regular Meeting and in lieu of the Regular 
Meeting for that month. The terms of office of Councilmembers shall commence 
at 7:00P.M. on the Monday following certificat:l.on of the Election results. 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS: 

Section 4.6. Special City Elections shall be held when called by resolu­
tion of the Council at least forty (40) days in advance of such Election, or 
when required by this Charter or statute. Any resolution calling a Special Elect­
ion shall set forth the purpose of such Election. No more Special City Elections 
shall be called in any one (1) year than the number permitted by statute. 

NOTICE OF ELECTIONS: 

Section 4.7. Notice of the time and place of holding any City Election and 
of the officers to be elected and any questions to be voted upon shall, exCept as 
otherwise berein provided, be given by the Clerk in the. same manner and at the 
same time as provided by statute for the giving of election notices by City Clerks. 

VOTING HOURS: 

Section 4.8. The polls of all Elections shall be opened and closed at the 
time prescribed by statute for the opening and closing of polls at State Elections, 

NOMINATIONS: 

Section 4.9. The method of nomination of all candidat~s for the City Elections 
shall be by petition. Each petition may comp.rise one (1) or more sheets. 'fhe pe­
tition for each candidate shall be signed by not less than twenty-five (25) nor 
more than fifty (SO) registered electors of the City. No person shall sign his or 
her name to a greater number of petitions for any office than there are persons to 
be elected to said office at the following City Election. Where the signature of 
any individual appears on more petitions than such per:son is permitted to sign with 
respect to a given office, such signatures shall not be counted for that office on 
any one (1) of the petitions, 1·- lA- .._ __ 

14 J1•-·~-- -rve)J~ 
Nomination petitions for candidates for Regular City Elections shall be filed 

~
ith the Clerk on or before 4:00 P.M. on the .s;iu t F i:tay prior there.to, but in 
o case later than the 9ate of the State Primary Election, if a State Election shall 
e held in such year. 

The Clerk shall, prior to every Election, publish notice of the last day per­
mitted for filing nomination petitions and of the number of persons to be elected 
to each office at least O_Ite (l) week and not more than three (3) weeks before such 
day. 

FORM OF PETITIONS: 

Section 4.10. The Council shall approve a form of nominating petition with 
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CHAPTER 4 - Continued 

spaces thereon for address and date of signing for each signer, an affidavit 
form for the circulator to sign affirm:i.ng that he and the petitioners are reg­
istered electors, and a summary of the qualifications required of candidates 
and the regulations governing the petition. A supply of official petition forms 
shall be provided and maintained by the Clerk. 

APPROVAL OF PETITIONS: 

Section 4.11. The Clerk shall accept only nomination petitions which con­
form with the forms provided and maintained by the Clerk, and which, considered 
together, contain the required number of valid signatures for candidates having 
those qualifications required for the respective elective Clty offices by this 
Charter. 

The Clerk shall, forthwith after the filing of a petition, notify in writing 
any candidate whose petition is then kno1rn not to JQeet the requirements of this 
Charter and of law, but the failure to so notify any candidate shall in no way 
prevent a final determination that the petition does not meet such requirements, 
WithJ.n five (5) days after the last date for filing petitions, the Clerk shall 
make final determinations as to the validity and sufficiency of each nomination 
petition and whether or not the candidate has the qualifications required for 
the respective elective Ci.ty office by this Charter and shall write the deter­
minations thereof on the face of the petition. 

The Clerk shall i.mmediatel.y noti.fy in :.-riting the candidate whose name ap­
pears thereon of the determJ.nations. Such notice to any candidate whose petiti.on 
is found invalid or Insufficient or who is found not to be qualified shall be de­
lJ.vered by personal messenger, i.f possible. Any candidate whose pet1.t1.on is so 
found J.nvalid or insufficient shall be allowed to file supplementary or replace­
ment petitions before 5:00 P.M. on the seventh day after the last date for filing 
original petitions; thereafter no further petitions may be filed. 

PUBLIC INSPECTION OF PE1'ITIONS: 

Section 4.12. All nom:l.nation petitions filed shall be open to public in­
spection in the off:l.ce of the Clerk. 

ELECTION COMMISSION: 

Section 4.13. An Electi.on Commission is hereby created, consisting of the 
Clerk. one ( 1) member of the Council designated thereby who shall not be a can­
didate for elective office at the Election for which the Councilmember serves as 
a member of the Election Commission, and two (2) additional members, such members 
to be appointed by the Council not less than fifteen (15) days before such Elect­
ton. The members shall serve without compensation. The Clerk shall be Chairman. 
The Election Commission shall appoint the Board of Election Inspectors for each 
precinct and have charge of all activities and duties required of it by statute 
and this Charter relating to the conduct of Elections in the City, The compen­
sation of Election personnel shall be determined in advance by the Council. 
In any case ~here Election procedure is in doubt, the Election Commission shall 
prescribe the procedure to be followed, 
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CHAPTER 4 - Coutinued 

FORM OF BALLOT: 

Section 4 .llf, The form, printing a_nd numbering of ballots or the pr~­
paration of any voting machines used in any City Eleetiou shall conform as 
nearly as may be to the provisions of statute, except that no party desig­
nation or emblem shall appear. In all City Elections. the names of <Jualified 
candidates or nominees for each offJ.ee shall be listed under a separate he<ld­
ing and shall be rotated systematically in the manner prescribGd by statute 
for rotation of names, 

CANVASS 01<' VOTES: 

Section 4.15. A Board of Canvassers shall be appointed to canvass the 
votes at all City Elections in accordance \o(ith the provisions of the State 
election laws pertaining thereto, The conduct of the can\l'ass and any recounts 
relating thereto shall be performed in accordance with the applicable State 
election law pertaining thereto. 

TIE VOTE: 

Section 4,16, If, at any City Election, there shall be no choice between 
candidates by reason of two (2') or more persons having re.ceived an equal num­
ber of votes, then the Board of Canvassers shall nume u date for the appearance 
of such persons for the purpose of determining the election of such candidates 
by lot as provided by statute. 

RECOUNT: 

Section 4.17. A recount of the votes cast at any City Election for an of­
fice or upon any proposition may be had in accordance with election statutes. 

RECALL: 

Section l1.l8. Any elected official may be recalled from office by the elect­
ors of the City in the manner provided by statute. A vacancy created by such re­
call shall be filled in the manner prescribed by statute. 
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CHAPTER 5 ~::: PROVISIONS REGARDING OFFICERS AND PERSONNEL OF THE CITY 

ELIGIBILITY FOR OFFICE IN CITY: 

Sectiori 5.1, (A) Elective Office: No person shall hold any elective office 
of the City unless such person has been a resident of the City or the territory in­
corporated as a City for at least two (2) years immediately prior to the last day 
for filing nominating petitions for such office or prior to the time of appointment 
to fill a vacancy to such office. The officer must, at the time of his election or 
appointment, be a citizen of the United States, a resident of th~ City during the 
term of office. and be a qualified and registered elector of the City on the last day 
for filing for election or at the time of such appointment. A person shall not be in 
default to the City and the holding of office by any person who is in such default 
shall create a vacancy unless such default shall b€ eliminated within thirty (~0) days 
after ~ritten notice thereof by the Council or unless such person shall in good faith 
be contested in the liability for such default. 

(B) Appointive Office: Appointed officers are all officers of the City, exclu­
ding elective officers and employees, who are required or authorized to be appointed 
by the Council under this Charter or the provisions of State Law to exercise a sover­
eign function of governolent. Such officer shall be a United States citizen and shall 
not be in default to the City, The holding of office by such person who is in such de­
fault shall be eliminated within thirty (30) days after wr:f.tten netic(! thereof by the 
Council or unless such person shall in good faith be contested in the liability for 
such default. 

VACANCIES IN ELECTIVE OFFICE: REMOVAL FROM OFFICE: 

Section 5. 2. Any elective City office shall be declared vacant by the Council upon 
the occurrence of any of the following events before the expiration of the term of 
such office: 

(A) For any reason specified by statute or by this Charter as creating a vacancy 
in office; 

. (B) If no person is elected to, or qualifies for, the of.tice at the Election at 
which such office is to be filled; 

(C) If the officer shall be found guilty by a competent court of the s·tate of Mich 
igan of any act constituting misconduct in office under thE! prov~s:i.ons of this charter; 

(D) If the officer shall absent himself continuously from fhe City for more than 
thirty (30) consecutive days in any one ( 1) year without the permission of the Council; 

"'- (E) In the case of any members of the Council, if such officer shall miss four (4) 
consecutive Regular Meetings of the Council or twenty-five percent (25%) of such Meet­
ings in any fiscal year of the City. unless such absences shall be excused by the Coun­
cil and the reason therefore entered in the proceedings of the Council at the time of 
each absence; 

' -
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CHAPTER 5 - Conti~ued 

(F) If the officer is removed from office by the Council in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 5,4; 

(G) If the officer ceases to be a registered elector in, or a bona fide 
resident of, the City. 

VACANCIES IN BOARDS AND cOMMISSIONS: 

Section 5.3~ The offiCe of any member of any board or comndssion created ·by, 
or pursuant to, this Charter shall be declared vacant by the Council: 

(A) For any reason spec~fied by statute or by this Charter as creating a 
vacancy in office; 

(B) If the officer shall be found gUilty by a competent tribunal of any act 
constituting misconduct in offtce under the provisions of thts Charter; 

(C) If such officer shall miss four (4) consecutive Regular Meetings of such 
board or commission, or tWenty-five percent (25%) of such Meetings in any fiscal 
year of the City, unless such absenc;ea shall be excused by such board or commission 
and the reason therefore entered in the proceedings of such board or commission at 
the time of each absence; 

(D) If the officer is removed from office by the Council in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 5.4, 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE: 

SectiOn 5.4. Removals by the Council of elective officers or of members of 
boards or commissions shall be made for either of the following reasons: (A) For 
any reason specified by statute for removal of city officers by the Governor; (B) 
For any act declared by this Charter to constitute misconduct in office. Such re­
movals by the Council shall be made only after a hearing of which such person has 
been given notice by the Clerk at least ten (10) days in advance, either personally 
or by delivering the same at the last known place of residence. Such uotice shall 
include a copy of the charges against such person. The hearing shall afford an 
opportunity to the person and to the person's attorney to be heard in defense, to 
cross-examine witnesses and to present testimony. The failure of such person or 
the person 1 s attorney tO appear at such hearing and answer such charges may be 
deemed cause for removal of .the person ;from office. A majority vote of the members 
of the Council in office at the time, exclusive of any members whose removal may be 
being considered, shall be required for anY such removal. · 

RESIGNATIONS: 

Section 5.5. Resignations of elective office~s and of members of boards and 
commission shall be made in writing and filed with the ClEirk. Resignations of ap­
pointive officers shall be made in writing to the appointing body or officer who 
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CHAPTER 5 - Continued 

shall promptly file same with the Clerk. Forthwith upon receipt of a resigna­
tion, the Clerk shall notify the Mayor of it, and shall bring the same to the 
attention of the Council at its next meeting thereafter. 

FILLING VACANCIES IN APPOINTIVE OFFICES: 

Section 5.6. Vacancies in appointive offices shall be filled in the manner 
provided for mak1ng the original appointment. In the case of members of boards 
and commissions appointed for a definite term, such ap~ointments shall be for 
the unexpired term. 

FILLING VACANCIES IN ELECTIVE OFFICES: 

Section 5.7. (A) Any vacancy Which occurs in the Council more than one 
hundred twenty (120) days before the next Regular City Election shall be filled 
within thirty (30) days by a majority vote of the rematning members of the Coun­
cil, said appointee to hold office until the Monday following such Election, at 
which Election such vacancy shall be filled as provided in Section 4.5 for any 
balance of the unexpired original term. 

Any vacancy which occurs in the Council one hundred twenty (120) days or 
less before the next Regular City Election may not be filled, 

(B) If any vacancy in the office of Councilmember which the Council is 
authorized to fill is not so filled wf.thin thirty (30) days after such vacancy 
occurs, or if three (3) or more vacancies exist simultaneously in the office of 
Councilmember • such vacancies shall be filled for the respective unexpired terms 
at a Special Election. In connection with any Special Election to fill a vac­
ancy or vacancies in any elective office, candidates shall be nominated by pe­
titions in a manner identical to that provided for Regular Elections; the names 
of all qualified candidates who file sufficient valid nomination petitions sixty 
(60) days before such Special Election shall be certified to the Election Com­
mission and placed on the ballot; and all other provisions of this Charter. not 
inconsistent with this Section S. 7 shall govern. 

(C) The provisions of this Section 5. 7 shall not apply to the filling of 
vacancies resulting from recall, 

CHANGE IN TERM OF OFFICE OR COMPENSATION: 

Section 5.8. Except by procedures provided in this Charter the terms of of­
fice of the elective officers and of members of boards and commissions appointed 
for definite terms shall not be shortened. The terms of elective officers of the 
City shall not be extended beyond the period for which any such officer was elect­
ed, except that an elective officer shall, after the officer's term has expired, 
continue to hold office until a successor is elected and has qualified. The Coun­
cil shall not grant or authorize extra compensation to any officer or employee af­
ter the service has been rendered. The salary of any- elective officer shall not 
be increased or decreased from the time of the election until the end of the term 
of office for which the officer was elected. 
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CHAPTER 5 - Continued 

OATH OF OFFICE AND BONO: 

Section 5.9. Every officer, elected or appointed, before entering upon 
the duties of office, shall take the oath of office prescribed by Section 1 
of Article XI of the Constitution of the State and shall file the same with 
the Clerk, t.ogether with any bond required by statute, this Charter or by the 
Council. In case of failure to comply with the provisions of thiS: Section 
within ten (10) days from the date of certification of the Election or ap­
pointment, such officer shall be deemed to have declined the office and such 
office shall thereupon become vacant unless the Council shall, by resolution, 
extend the time in which such officer may qualify as above set forth. 

SURETY BONDS: 

Section 5.10. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, all officers 
of the City whose duties involve the custody of public property or the hand­
ling of public funds, either by way of receipt or disbursement or both, and all 
other officers and employees so required by the Council shall, before they en­
ter upon the duties of their respective offices, file with the City an offi­
cial bond, in such form and amount as the Council shall direct and approve, 
Such official bond of every officer and employee shall be conditioned that the 
officer or employee will faithfully perform the duties of the office, and will 
on demand deliver over to any successor in office, or other proper officer or 
an agent of the City, all books, papers, monies, effects and property belonging 
thereto, or appertaining to the office, which may be in the officer's or em­
ployee's custody; and such bonds may be further conditioned as the Council shall 
prescribe. The official bond of every officer or employee whose duty it may be 
to receive or pay out money, besides being conditioned as above required, shall 
be further conditioned that such officer or employee will on demand pay over o-r 
account for to the City, or any proper officer or agent thereof, all monies 
received by such officer or employee. The requirements of this paragi:aph may be 
met by the purchase of one (1) or more appropriate blanket surety bonds covering 
all, or a group of City employees and officers. 

All official bonds shall be corporate surety bonds and the premiums thereon 
shall by pa:l.d by the City. The Clerk shall be custodian of all the bonds of all 
officers or employees, except that the Treasurer shall be custodian of any bonds 
pertaining solely to the Clerk. 

DELIVERY OF OFFICE: 

Secti.on 5.11. Whenever any officer or employee shall cease to hold such of­
fice or employment for any reason whatsoever, such officer or employee shall with­
in five (5) days, or sooner on demand, deliver to his successor in office or to 
a particular superior all the books, papers, montes and effects in such officer's 
or employee's custody. Any officer violating this provision may be proceeded a­
gainst in the same manner as public officers generally for a like offense under 
statute. 
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CHAPTER 5 - Continued 

PECUNIARY INTEREST PROliiBITED: 

Section 5.12. (A) Except as permitted by this Section no contract or 
purchase involving an amount in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) shall 
be made by the City in which any elective or appointive officer or any mem­
ber of the officer's family has any pecuniary interest, direct or indirect. 
A "contract" shall for the purposes of this Section include any arrangement or 
agreement pursuant to which any material, service or other thing of value is 
to be furnished to the City for a valuable consideration to be paid by the 
City or sold or transferred by the City, except the furnishing of personal ser­
vices as an officer or employee of the City; and the term 11member of the offi­
cer's family" shall mean spouse, children sud the spouse of any of them, 

(B) A contract in whlch an officer or member of the officer's family baa 
a pecuniary :l.nterest may be made by the City if the members of the Council in 
office at the time having no such :f.nterest shall unanimously determine that the 
beat interests of the !'-'=lty will be served by the malting of such contract and if 
either such contract 1s made after comparative prlces are obtained or if the 
members of the Council having no such interest shall unanimously detet:mine that 
the obta1ning of comparative prices is not feasible in such particular case. 

(C) Any officer who knowingly permits the City to enter into.any contract 
in which such officer has a pecuniary interest w:l.thout disclosing such interest 
to the Counc:l.l prior to the action of the Council ln authorizing such contract, 
shall be guilty of misconduct in office. 

(D) No officer shall stand as surety on any bond to the City or give any 
bail for any other person which may be required by the Charter or any ordinance 
of the City. Any officer of the City who violates the prOvisions of this para­
graph shall be guilty of misconduct in office. 

COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES AND OFFICERS: 

Section 5.13, (A) The compensation of all employees and officers of the 
City whose compensation is not provided for herein shall be fixed by the ap­
pcd.nting body Or officer Within the limits of Budget appropriations and in ac­
cordance with any pay plan adopted by the Council, 

(B) The respective salaries and compensation of officers and employees as 
fixed by, or pursuant to, this Charter shall be in full for all official ser­
vices of such officers or employees and shall be in lieu of all fees, commis­
sions and other compensation receivable by such office.rs or employees for their 
services. 
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Such fees. connnissions and compensation shall belong to the City and shall 
be collected and accounted for by such officers or employees, and be paid into 
the City treasury and a statement thereof filed periodically with the Clerk, 
The provisions of paragraph (B) of this Section shall not apply to any feEJs, 
commissions or other compensation paid by the County of Oakland; nor to any comr 
pensation paid a representative of the City by any Metropolitan District Auth­
ority or board for service thereon. 

(C) Nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit the payment of nec­
essary bona fide expenses incurred in service in behalf of the City when author­
ized by the Council. 

EMPLOYEE WELFARE BENEFITS: 

Section 5.14. The CO\IIlcil shall have power to establish or make avail­
able to the Administrative officers and eJQployees of the City and its depart­
ments and boards a pension plan and/or any recognized standard plan of group 
life, hospital, health or accident insurance. 

ANTI-NEPOTISM! 

Section 5.15; The following relatives and their ~:~pauses of any elective 
official or of his or her spouse are disqualified from holding any appointive 
office or employment during the term for which said elective official was elected 
child, grandchild, parent, grandparent, brother. sistei, half-brother and half­
sister. All relationships shall include those arising from adoption. This 
Section shall in no way disqualify such relatives or their spouses who are bona 
fide appointive officers or employees of the City at the time of the Election of 
said elective official. 

MERIT SYSTEM: 

Section 5.16, The Council may provide for a merit system for City employees. 
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CHAPTER 6 

THE COUNCIL: PROCEDURE AND POWERS AND DUTIES MISCELLANEOUS 

REGULAR MEETINGS: 

Section 6.1. The Council shall provide by resolution for the time and 
place of its Regular Meetings and shall hold at least one (1) Regular Meeting 
each month. 

SPECIAL MEETINGS: 

Section 6.2. Special meetings shall be called by the Clerk on the writ­
ten request of the Mayor or any two (2) members of the Council on at least 
twenty-four (24) hours written notice to each member of the Council, served 
personally or left at the Councilmember's usual place of residence; but a 
special meetiUg may be held on shorter notice if all members of the Council 
are present or have waived notice thereof in writing. 

BUSINESS AT SPECIAL MEETINGS: 

Section 6.3. No business shall be transacted at any spec:l.al meeting of 
the Council unless the same has been stated in the notice of such meeting. 

MEETINGS TO BE PUBLIC: 

Section 6. 4. All Regular and special meetings of the Council shall be 
open to the public and citizens shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard 
under such rules and regulations as the Council may prescribe. 

QUORUM: ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING: 

Section 6.5. A majority of the members of the Council in office at the 
time shall be a quorum for the transaction of business at all Council meetings, 
but in the absence of a quorum a lesser number may .adjourn any meeting to a 
later time or date, and in the absence of all members the Clerk may adjourn 
any meeting for not longer than one ( 1) week. 

ORGANIZATION AND RULES OF THE COUNCIL: 

Section 6.6. The Council shall determine its own organization, rules and 
order of business subject to the following provisions: 

(A) A journal of the proceedings of each meeting shall be kept by the 
Clerk in English and shall be signed by the presiding officer and the clerk of 
the meeting. 

(B) No member of the Council shall vote on any question in which such mem­
ber has a financial interest, other than the common public interest, or on any 
question concerning such member's own condact. 
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(C) The proceedings of the Council, or a brief summary thereof, shall 
be publicized within fifteen (15) days following each meeting. Any such sum­
mary shall be prepared by the Clerk and approved by the Mayor and shall show 
the substance of each separate proceeding of the Council. 

(D) There shall be no standing committees of the Council. 

PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY: 

Section 6, 7. The Council shall see that provision is made for the public 
peace and health, and for the safety of persons and property. The Council shall 
constitute the Board of Health of the City. and it and its officers shall poss­
ess all powers, privileges and immunities granted to boards of health by stat­
ute. 
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CHAPTER 7 

LEGISLATION 

INTERIM I.EGlSLATlON: 

Section 7.1. The valid provisions of ail bylaws, ordinances, resolutions, 
rules and regulatlons of the City of Orchard Lake Village which are not incon­
slstent with this Charter and which are in force and effect and lawfully ap­
plicable to the territory of the City of Orchard I.ake Village at the time of 
the effective date of this Charter, shall continue in full force and effect and 
be administered by and for the City until and unless' repealed or amended under 
provisions hereof or rendered invalid by law. 

Those provisions of any such bylaws, ordinances, resolutions, rules or 
regulations which are inconsistent with this Charter are hereby repealed as 
to their application to such territory. 

Any reference in any such bylaws, ord:l.nances, resolutions, rules or regu­
lations to a lloard or Commission shall be contJtrued to refer instead to the 
Council or other nppropriate goverruuental body or agency. 

ORDINANCES AND RESOWTIONS: 

Section 7.2. All official action of the Council shall be by ordinance, 
resolution, motion or order. Each member of the Council who shall be recorded 
as present shall vote either in the affirmative or in the negative on all ques~ 
tions deci.ded by the Council unless excused by the City Council or as otherwise 
provided by this Chm:'ter. All acts of the Council carrying a penalty for the 
violation thereof shall be by ordinanee. Each ordinance shall be identified by 
a short title and by a number and by a code section number if and when the cod­
ification of ordinH~ces is completed. 

Each proposed ordinance shall be introduced in 1o1ritten or printed form. 
The style of all ordinances shall be: "The City of Orchard Lake Village ordains ... ", 

ENACTMENT, AMENDMENT, REPEAJ .• AND KF'FECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCES: 

Section 7.3. Subject to the statutes and to the exceptions which follow 
hereafter, (A) resolutions, motions or orders shall be enacted by the affirma­
tive vote of not less than a majority of the members of the Council present; pro­
vided, hOwever, ordinances shall be enacted by the affirmative vote of not less 
than four (!1) members of the Council; (B) n() ordinance shall be amended or re­
pealed except by an ordinance adopted as aforesaid; (C) no ordinance shall be 
enacted at the meeting at which it is introduced ilor until after publication 
of the proceedings or summary thereof of such meeting (which proceedings or 
summary shnll include a statement of its title and purpose) and ·(D) the effective 
date of all ordinances shall be prescribed therein but the effective date shall 
not be earlier than ten (10) days after enactment nor before publication there()£. 
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It is provided, however, that an ordi-nance which is declared therein 
to be an emergency ordinance which is immediately necessary for the preser­
vation of the public peace, health or safety may be enacted and made immed­
iately effective by five (5) affirmative votes of the Council. Every emer­
gency ordinance, .except one made to appropriate funds to meet a public emer­
gency affecting life, health, property or the public peace, shall automati­
cally stand repealed as of the ·sixty-first (61st) day following the date on 
which it was adopted, but this shall not prevent re-enactment of the ordi­
nance in the manner specified in this Section if an emergency still exists. 

In case an ordinance is given effect earlier than ten (10) days after ita 
enactment, the requirements for publication before such ordinance becomes op­
erative may be met by posting copies thereof in conspicuous locations in three 
(3) public places in the City, provisions of this Charter notwithstanding; 
and the Clerk shall, immediately after such posting. enter in the Ordinance 
Book under the record of the ordinance a certificate under the Clerk 1 s hand 
stat:l.ng the time and place of such publication by posting of the ordinance, 
but the failure to record and authenticate such ordinance shall not invalidate 
it or suspend its operation. Such ordinance also shall be published in ac­
cordance with Section 7.4 but not as a requirement for the effectiveness 
thereof. 

No ordinance granting any public utility franchise shall be enacted ex­
cept in accordance with the provisions of Section 14.2. 

No ordinance shall be amended by reference to its title only, but the re­
vised sections of the ordinance. as amended, shall be re-enacted and published 
in full. l:iowever, an ordinance or section thereof may be repealed by refer­
ence to itS title and ordinance or code number only. 

PUBLICATION AND RECORDING OF ORDINANCES: 

Section 7.4. Each ordinance shall be published within ten (10) days af­
ter its enactment in one (1) of the following two (2) methods; 

(A) The full text thereof may be published in a newspaper as defined 
in Section 16.4, or 

(B) In cases of ordinancE;".s over five hundred (500) words in length a 
digest, summary of statement. of purpose of the ordinance, approved by the Coun­
cil, may be published in a newspaper as defined in Section 16.4 1 either sepa­
rately or as part of the published Council proceedings or summary thereof, in­
cluding with such newspaper publication a notice that printed copies of the 
full text of the ordinance ate available for inspection by and distribution to 
the public at the office of th.e Clerk; if method (B) is used, then printed 
copies shall promptly be so made available as stated in such notice. 
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All ordinances shall be recorded by the Clerk in a book to be called nThe 
Ordinance Book" and it shall be the duty of the Mayor and the Clerk to authenti­
cate such records by their official signatures thereon, but the failure to do so 
record and authenticate any such ordinance sh<tll not invalidate it or suspend i.ts 
operation. 

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF ORDINANCES: 

Section 7.5. Any ordinanee may provide for the punishment of those who vio­
late its provisions. The punishment fdr the violation of any Ordinance shall not 
exceed a firte of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for ninety (90) 
days, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

SPECIAl. REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN COUNCIL ACTIONS: 

Section 7.6. (A) To the extent authorized by this Charter, the following 
actions ahll be by ordinance and shall require not less than five (5) affirmative 
votes of the Council for the effectiveness thereof: 

(1) to vacate, discontinue or abolish any highway, street, lane, alley or 
other public place, or part thereof; 

(2) to accept, acquire or purchase any real astute; 

(3) to cond~mn any property for public Usc; 

(4) to engage in any business enterprise; 

(5) to impose any tnx, except with respect to the property tax levied by 
adoption of the Budget. 

(B) -The Council shall not have pO\~er to sell or dispose of any real estate 
unless approv·ed first by an ordinance requlring five (5) affirmative votes of the 
Council and then by majority vote of the electors voting theredn in any Ge.neral 
or Special Election. 

(C) Any reconsideration or recision of any resolution, mot:l.on or order of the 
Council shall require not less than tour (4) affirmative votes of the Council for 
the effectiveness thereof. 

ENACTMENT OF TECJ-l.N lCAL CODES BY Rl~FERENCE: 

Section 7.7. Where permitted by the Home Rule Act, the Council may adopt in 
whole or in part any proVision of State law or :my detai.led technical code by 
reference thereto in an adopting ordinance or without publishing any such code 
in full; provided that said eodo:l is elcarly identified in said ordinance nnd that 
the purpose of sa.i.d code shall be published with the adopting ordinance and that 
printed copies thereof are kept in the office of the Clty Clerk available for in­
spection by and distribution to the public at all times; provided furtlu~r that the 
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publication shall contuin a notice to the effect that a complete! copy of said 
code is available for public use nnd inspection at the office of the City Clerk. 

SEVERABILITY OF ORDINANCES: 

Section 7 .8. Unless an ordinance shall expressly provide to the contrary, 
if any portion of an ordinance or the application thereof to any person or cir­
cumstance shall be found to be invalid by a court, such invalid:l.ty shall not af­
fect the remaining portion or applications of the ordinance which can be given ef­
fect without the invali.d portion or application, provided such remaining portions 
or applications are not determined by the court to be inoperable, and to this end 
ordinances are declared to be severable. 

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM: 

Section 7,9. An ordinance may be initiated by petition, or a referendum 
on an enacted ordinance may be had by petition, as hereinafter provided. 

INITIATORY AND REFERENDARY PETI'HONS: 

Section 7.10. An initiatory or a referendary petition shall be signed by 
not less than ten percent (10%) of the registered electors of the City, as of 
the date of the last Regular City Election, and all signatures on said petition 
shall be obtained within thirty (30) days before the date of filing the petition 
with the Clerk. Any such petition shall be addressed to the Council and may be 
th~ aggregate of two (2) or more petition papers identical as to contents and 
simultaneously filed by one (1) person. An initiatory petition shall set forth 
in full the ordinance it proposefl to :l.nitiate, and no petition shall propose 
to initiate more than one (1) ordinance. A referendary petition shall identify 
the ordinance or part thereof, or code sections it proposes to have repealed. 

Each signer of a petition shall sign hls or her name, and shall place there­
on, after such name, the date and place of residence by street and number, or by 
other customary designation. To each petition paper there shall be attached a 
sworn affidavit by the circulator thereof, stating the number of signers thereof 
and that each signature thereon is the genuine signature of the person whose name 
it purports to be, and that it was made in the presence of the affiant. Such pe­
tition shall be filed with the Clerk who shall, within fifteen (15) days 1 canvass 
the signatures thereon. If the petition does not contain a sufficient number of 
signatures of registered electors of the City, the Clerk shall notify forthwith 
by registered mail the person filing such petition and fifteen ( 15) days from 
such notification shall be allowed for the filing of supplemental petition papers. 
11hen a petition with sufficient signatures is filed within the time allowed by 
this Section, the Clerk shall present the petition to the Council at its next 
Regular Meeting. 
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COUNCIL PROCEDURE ON INITIATORY AND REFERENDARY PETITIONS! 

Section 7 ,11, Upon the presentation to the Council of an lnitiatory or 
referendary petition by the Clerk, the Council shall, within thirty (30) days, 
unless otherwise provided by statute, either: 

(A) Adopt the ordinance as subl11.itted by an initiatory petition; 

(B) Repeal t:he ordinance, or part thereof, referred to by a referendary 
petition! or 

(C) Determine to submit the proposal provided for in the petition to the 
electors. 

SUBMISSION OF INITIATORY AND REFERENDARY ORDINANCES TO EU'lCTORS: 

Section 7,12, Should the Council decide to submit the proposal to the 
electors, it shall be submitted at the next Election held in the City for any 
other purpose, or, in the discretion of the Council, at a Special Election called 
for that specific purpose; but no Election on an initiative or a referendary 
petition shall be held sooner than fifty (SO) days after the Council determines 
to submit it, In the case of an initiatory petition. if no Election is to be held 
in the City for any other purpose within one hundred fifty (150) days from the 
time the petition is presented to the Council and the Council does not enact the 
ordinance, then the Council shall call a Special Election withln sixty (60) days 
from such date of presentation for the submission of the initiative proposal. 
The result of all Elections held under the provisions of this Section shall be 
determined by a majority vote of the electors voting thereon, except :l.n cases 
where otherwise required by stntute or the Constitution. 

ORDINANCE SUSPENDED; MISCELJ,ANEOUS PROVISIONS ON INITIATORY AND REFERENDARY PKfiTIONS 

Section 7.13. The presentation to the Council by the Clerk of a valid and 
sufficient referendary petition shall automatically suspend the operation of the 
ordinance in question pending repeal by th" Council or final determination by the 
electorsj but there shall be no such suspension :l.f the ordinance has been in force 
more than six (6) months. 

An ordinance adopted by the electorate through initiatory proceedings may not be 
amended or repealed for a period of six (6) months after the date of the election at 
which it was adopted, and an ord:l.nance repealed by the electorate may not be re­
enacted for a period of six (6) month~ after the date of the election at which it was 
repealed; provided, however, that an ordinanco may be adopted, am(;mded or repealed at 
any time by appropriate referendum or initiatory procedure in ac;cordance with the 
foi:-egbing provisions of this Chapter <Jr if submitted to the electorate by the Council 
on its own motion, 

If two (2) or more orditrances adopted at the same Election shall have con­
flicting provisions, the provisions in the ordinances receiving the highest number 
of affirmative votes shall govern. 

- 2B -



CHAPTER 8 

GENERAL FINANCE - BUDGEr, AUDIT 

FISCAL YEAR: 

Section 8,1. The fiscal year of the City and of all its agencies shall 
begin on the first day of July of each year and end on the thirtieth day of 
June of the following year. 

BUDGET PROCEDURES: 

Section 8.2, The Mayor, or chief Administrative officer of the City, if 
one is appointed, shall be responsible for the preparation and submission to 
the Council at the first Regular Meeting in April of each year a recommended 
Budget which shall include at least the following: 

(A) ExPenditure data for the most recently completed fiscal year and 
estimated expenditures for the current fiscal year; 

(B) An estimate of the expenditure amounts required to conduct, in the 
ensuing fiscal year, the government of the local unit, including its budgetary 
centers; 

(C) Revenue data for the most recently completed fiscal year and estimated 
revenues for the current fiscal year; 

(D) An estimate of the revenues, by source of revenue, to be raised or 
received by the local unit in the ensuing fiscal year; 

(E) The amount of surplus or deficit that has accumulated from prior fis­
cal years, together with an estimate of the amount of surplus or deficit ex­
pected in the current fiscal year; 

(F) An estimate of the amounts needed for deficiency, contingent or emer­
gency purposes, and the amounts needed to pay and to discharge the principal and 
interest of debt of the local unit due in the ensuing fiscal yearj 

(G) The amount of proposed capital outlay expenditures, except those fi­
nanced by enterprise~ public improvement or building and site, or special assess­
ment funds • including the estimated total costs and proposed method of financing 
of each capital construction project and the projected additional annual opera­
ting cost and the method of financing the operating costa of each capital cons­
truction project for three (3) years beyond the fiscal year covered by the Budget; 

(H) An informational summary of ·projected revenues and expenditures of any 
special assessment funds, public improvement or building and sit"e funds, intra­
governmental service funds or enterprise funds, including the estimated total cost 
and proposed method of financing each capital construction project, and the pro­
jected additional annual operating cost and the method of financing the operating 
costs of each capital construction project for thr·e.e (3) years beyond the fiscal 
year covered by the Budget; 

(I) Other data relating to fiscal conditions in considering the financial 
needs of the City; 
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CHAPTER 8 - Continued 

(J) The total estimated expenditures, including an accrued deficit, in the 
Budget shall not exceed the total estimated revenues, including an available 
unappropriated surplus, 

BUDGET HEARING: 

Section 8,3, A public hearing on the proposed Budget shall be held before 
its final adoption at such tlme and place as the Council shall direct, Notice 
of such public hearing, a summary of the proposed Budget and notice that the 
proposed Budget is on file in the office of the Clerk shall be published at least 
one (1) week in advance of the hearing. The complete proposed Budget shall be 
on file for public inspection during office hours at such office for a period of 
not less than one (1) week prior to such hearing. 

ADOPTION OF BUDGET: 

Section 8,4. Not later than the first Regular Meeting :l.n June in each year, 
the Council shall by resolution adopt a Budget for the next fiscal year, of the 
City, shall appropriate the money needed for muntcipal purposes during the next 
fiscal year and shall provide fot' a levy of the amount necessary to be raised by 
taxes upon real and personal property for municipal purposes subject to the lim­
itations contained in Section 9.1. A Budget shall not be adopted which causes 
estimated total expenditures, including an accrued deficit, to exceed total est­
imated revenues, including an available surplus, 

DEPOSITORY: 

Section 8,5. The Council shall designate depositorieS for City funds and 
shall provide for the regular deposit of all City monies. 

The Councf.l shall. provide for such security for City deposits as is auth­
orized or permitted by statute, except that personal surety bonds shall not be 
deemed proper security, 

INDEPENDENT AUDIT: ANNUAL REPORT: 

Section !3.6, An independent audit shall be made of all C:l.ty accounts at 
least annually, and more frequently if deemed necessary by the Council. Such 
audit shall be made by a Certified Public Accountant experienced in municipal 
accounting selected by the Council. 

The Mayor or chief Administrative officer shall be responsible for pre­
paration of an annual report of the affairs of the Ci.ty, including a financial 
report. Copies of such audit and annual report shall be made available for 
public inspection at the office of the Clerk within thirty (30) days after re­
ceipt of the audit. 
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CHAPTER 9 

~ ;i TAXA'l'ION ,, 
POWER TO TAX: TAX LIMIT: ~ 

Section 9 .1. The City shall have power to assess taxes nrrd levy and cal-f' 
lect rents, tolls and excises. Exclusive of any levies authorized by statute§ 
to be made beyond Charter tax rate limitations, the annual ad valorem tax levy 
shall not exceed two percent (2%) of the assessed valuation of all real and ~r-
sonal property subject to taxation in the City. --=tf""' 

SUBJECTS OF TAXATION: 

Section 9.2, The subjects of ad valorem taxation for municipal purposes 
shall be the same as for State, County and school purposes under the general law, 
Except as otherwise provided by this Charter, City taxes shall be levied, col­
lected and returned in the manner provided by statute. 

EXEMPTIONS: 

Section 9.3. No exemptions from taxation shall be allowed except as ex­
pressly required or permitted by statute. 

TAX DAY: 

Section 9.4. Subject to t.he exceptions provid;;!d or permitted by statute, 
the taxable status of persons and property shall be det.e:rmined as of the last 
day of December, wh+ch shall be deemed the Tax Day, 

PREPARA'l'ION OF THE ASSESSMENT ROLL: 

Section 9.5, On or before the first Monday in March in l;'.ach year the As­
sassor shall prepare and certify an assessment roll of all property in the City 
subject to taxation. Such roll shall be prepared in accordance with statute 
and this Charter. Values shall be estimated according to recognized methods of 
systematic assessment, The records of the Assessor shall show separate figures 
for the value of the land, of the building improvements and of pel;'sonal property, 
and the method of estimating all such values shall be as nearly unifonn 88 poss­
ible. 

On or before the first Monday in Narch tbe Assessor shall give by first 
class mail a notice of any increase over the previous year in the assessed value 
of any property or of the addition of any property to the roll to the owner as 
shown by such assessment roll. The failure to give any notice or of the owner to 
receive it shall not invalidate any assessment roll or assessment ther_eon, 
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BOARD OF REVIEW: 

Section 9.6. 'fhe Board of Review shall be composed of three (3) freeholders 
of the City who shall meet the eligibility requirementS for elective officers con­
tained in Section 5.1 and who, during their term of office, shall not be City 
officers or employees or be nominees or candidates for elective City office. 'l'hc 
filing by a member of the Board of Review of his or her nomination petition for 
an elective City office or the filing of a consent thereto shall constitute a 
resignation from the Board of Review. 'fhe appointment of members of such lloard 
shall be based upon their knowledge and experience in property valuation. The 
Board of Review shall be appointed by the Council by the Regular Mesting in Feb­
ruary of each year. One (1) member of the Board sh_all be appointed for a term 
of three (3) years, one (1) for a term of two (2) years and the third for a term 
of one (l) year. Thereafter, one (1) member shall be appointed each year for a 
term of three (3) years, 'l'he Council shall fix the compensation of the members 
of the Board, The Board of Review shall select its own Chairman for the ensuing 
year annually, and the Assessor shall be the Clerk of the Board and shall be en­
titled to be heard at its sessions, but shall have no vote. 

MEETINGS OF 'rHE BOARD OF REVIEW: 

Section 9.7. The first meeting of Lh<'- Board of Review shall convene on the 
first 'l'uesday immediately following the first Monday in March and shall remain in 
session for at least eight (8) hours for the purpose of considering and correct.i.ng 
the roll. In each case in which the assessed value of any property is increased 
over the amount shown on the assessment roll as prepared by the Assessor or any pro­
perty is added to such roll by the Board, or the Board has resolved to consider at 
its second session such increasing of an assessment or the mlding of any property to 
such roll, the Assessor -shall give notice thereof not later than the second day fol­
lowing the end of the first session of the Board. Such notice shall state the date, 
time, place and purpose of the second session of the Board, The failure to give any 
such notice or of the owner to receive it shall not invalidate any assessment L-oll or 
assessment thereon. 

The second n1eeting of the Board of Review shnll convene on the second Monday in 
March and shall continue in session until all interested persons have had an oppor­
tunity to be heard, but in no case for less than six: (6) hours, At the second ses­
sion, the Board may not increase any a,<H,!essment or add any property to the rolls, ex­
cept in those cases in which the Board resolved at its first session to consider 
such increase or addition at its second session, 

Sessions of the Board of Review shall be held on the same dnys as designated by 
State Statute for meetings of the Township Board of Review. 

NO'£ICE OF MEETINGS: 

Section 9, 8, Notice of the time and place of the annual sessions of the Board 
of Review shall be published by the Clerk at least ten (10) days prior to the first 
ses~lion of Lhl! Board in each year. 
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DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF BOARD OF REVIEW: 

Section 9.9. For the purpose of revising and correcting assessments, 
the Board of Review shall have the same powers and perform like duties in all 
respects as are by ·statute conferred upon and required of Boards of Review in 
cities .generally. It shall hear the complaints of all persons considering them­
selves aggrieved by.assessments, and if it shall appear that any person or pro­
perty has been wrongfully assessed or omitted ft·om the roll, the Board shall cor­
rect the roll in such manner as it deems just. In all cases the roll shall be 
reviewed according to the facts ex::l.sting on the tax day and no change in the 
statUs of any property after said day shall be considered by the Board in making 
its decisions. Except as otherwise provided by statute, no per$on other than 
the Board of Review membet:s shall make or authorize any change upon, or addi­
t:l.ons or corrections to, t:be assessmen.t roll. It shall be the duty of the As­
sessor to keep a permanent record of all proceedings and to enter therein all 
resolutions and decisions of the Board, 

ENDORSEMENT OF ROLL; 

Section 9.10. After the Board of Review bas completed its review of the assess­
ment roll as required by statute, the majority of its members shall endorse 
thereon and sign a statement to the effect that the same is the assessment roll 
of the City for the year in which it has been prepared. '£he omission of such 
endorsement shall not affect the validity of such roll. 

CLERK TO CERTIFY TAX LEVY: 

Section 9,ll, With:l.n three (3) days after the Council has adopted the 
Budget for the ensuing year. the Clerk shall certify to the Assessor the total 
amount which the Council determines shall be raised by general ad V;tlorem tax. 
The Clerk also shall certify all amounts of currl;!nt or d.,.,linquent special assess­
ments and all other amounts which the Council requires to be assessed, re-assessed 
or charged upon any property or against any person. 

CITY TAX ROLL: 

Section 9.12, After the Board of Review has completed its review of the orig­
inal assessment roll~ the Assessor shall prepare a copy of such assessment roll 
to be known as the "City Tax Roll", and upon receivinp; the certification of the 
several amounts to be raised, as provided in Section 9 11, the Assessor shall 
spread upon said Tax Roll the several amounts determined by the Council to be 
charged, assessed or re-assessed against persons or property. The Assessor shall 
use such original assessment roll in spreading the {!mounts of the general ad val­
orem County tax and school tax according to and in proportion to the several val­
uations set forth in sa:f.d assessment roll. To avoid fractions in computation on 
any tax roll, the Assessor may add to the amount of the several taxes to be raised 
not mote than the amount prescribed by statute. Any excess created thereby on any 
tax roll shall belong to the City. 
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TAX ROLL CERTIFIED FOR COLJ.ECTION: 

Section 9.13. After spreading the taxes the Assessor shall certify the 
Tax Roll, and the Mayor shall annex his warrant thereto directing and requiring 
the Treasurer to collect, prior to March First of the following year, from the 
several persons named in said Roll the several sums mentioned therein opposite 
their respective names as a tax or assessment and granting to the Treasurer, for 
the purpose of collecting the taxes, assessments and charges on such Roll, all 
the statutory powers and ioununities possessed by township treasurers for the 
collection of taxes. On or before June First the Roll shall be delivered to the 
Treasurer for collection. 

TAX LIEN ON PROPERTY: 

Section 9.14. On July First the taxes thus assessed shall become a debt due 
to the City from the persons to whom they are assessed, and the amounts assessed 
on any interest in real property shall become a lien upon such real property, for 
such amounts and for all interest and charges thereon, and all personal taxes 
shall become a first lien on all personal property of such persons so assessed, 
Such liens shall take precedence over all other claims, encumbrances and liens to 
the extent provided by statute and shall continue until such taxes, interest and 
charges are paid. 

TAXES DUEt NOTIFICATION THEREOF: 

Section 9,15. City taxes shall be due on July First of each year. The 
Treasurer shall not be required to call upon the persons named in the City Tax 
Roll, nor to make personal demand for the payment of taxes, but the Treasurer 
shall: (A) publish, between June Fifteenth and July First, notice of the time 
when said taxes will be due for collection and the penalties and fees for late 
payment of same and (B) mail a bill to each persou named in- said Roll, or as 
the person directs, but in cases of multiple ownership of property only one (l) 
bill need be mailed. 

Failure on the part of the Treasurer to publish said notice or mail such 
bills shall not invalidate the taxes on said Tax Roll nor release the person or 
property assessed from the penalties and fees provided in this Chapter in case of 
late payment or non-payment of the same. 

INTEREST ON LATE PAYMENT OF TAXES: 

Section 9.16. All taxes paid on or before the Thirty-First day of August 
shall be collected by the Treasurer without additional charge. On September First 
the Treasurer shall add to all taxes paid thereafter four percent (4%) of the a­
mount of said taxes and on the first day of October and of each succeeding month he 
shall add an amount equal to the highest penalty- permissible by State law. Such pen 
alty shall belong to the City and constitute a charge and shall he a lien against 
the property to whlch the taxes themselves apply, collectib1e in the same manner as 
the taxes to which they are added. It is provided, however, that if delivery of 
the Tax Roll to the Treasurer, as provided in Section 9.13, is delayed for any 
reason by more than thirty (30) days after June First, the application of the 
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penalty charge provided herein shall be postponed for the first thirty (30) days 
of such delay and shall be postponed an additional thirty (30) dayS for each 
additional thirty (30) days, or major fraction ·thereOf, of such delay. 

FAILURE OR REFUSAL TO PAY PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX: 

Sec~ion 9.17. If any person, firnt ·or corporation shall neglect or refuse to 
pay any personal property tax assessed to such person, firm or corporation, the 
Treasurer, under State jurisdiction and under provisions of State law, shall col­
lect the same by seizing the personal property of such person, firm or corpora­
tion to an amount sufficient to pay such ta~. fees and charges for subsequent sale, 
wherever the same may be found in the State, and from which seiture no property 
shall be exempt. The Treasurer may sell the property se.ized to an amOunt suffi­
cient to pay the taxes and ail charges in accordance with statutory provisions, 
The Tx-easurer may, if otherwise unable to collect a tax on personal property, 
sue in accordance wi.tll statute, the person, firm or corporation to whom it is 
assessed. 

DELINQUENT TAX ROLL rD COUNTY TREASURER: 

Section 9.18. All Ctty taxes on -real property remaining uncollected by the 
Treasurer on the first dsy of March following the date lolhen ssid Roll was re­
ceived by the Treasurer shall be returned to the County Treasurer in the manner 
and with like effect as provided by statute for returns by township treasurers 
of township, school and County taxes. Such returns shall include all the addi­
tional assessments, charges and fees hereinbefore prov-ided, which shall be added 
to the amount assessed in said Tax R¢11 Against each property or person. The 
taxes thus returned to the County Treasuter are collected, in accordance with 
statute, and shall be and remain a lien upon the property against which they are 
assessed until paid. If by change in statute or otherwise the Treasurer of the 
County of Oakland is no longer charged with the collection of the delinquent real 
property taxes, such delinquent taxes shall be collected in the manner then pro­
vided by statutes for the collection of delinquent township, school and County 
taxes. 

STATE, COUNTY AND SCHOOL TAXES: 

Section 9.19. For the purpose of spreading and collecting taxes for State, 
County and school purposes, the City shall be considered the same as a township, 
and all provisions of statyte relative to the collection of and accounting for 
such taxes shall apply, For these purposes the Treasurer shall perform the 
same duties as township treasurers under statute. 
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CHAPTER lO 

BORROWING POWER 

GRANT OF AUTHORITY TO BORROW: 

Section 10.1. Subject to the applicable provisions of law and this Char­
ter, the Council may by ordinance or resolution authorize the borrowing of 
money for any purpose within the scope of powers vested in the City and per­
mitted by law and may authorize the issuance of bonds, or other evidences of in­
debtedness therefor, Such bonds or other evidence of indebtedness shall include, 
but not be limited to, the following types: 

(A) General obligation bonds which pledge the full faith, credit and re­
sources of the City for the payment of such obligations; when authorized by a 
majority vote of those electors voting thereon at any General or Special Election; 

(B) Notes issued in anticipation of the collection of taxes, but the pro­
ceeds of such notes may be spent only in accordance with appropriations as 
provided by Section 8.5; 

(C) In case of fire, flood or other calamity, emergency loans due in not 
more than five (5) years for the relief of the inhabitants of the City and for 
the preservation of municipal property; 

(D) Special assessment bonds issued in anticipation of the paymerit of spe­
cial assessments made for the purpose of defraying the cost of any public improve­
ment, or in anticipation of the payment of any combination of such speci_al as­
sessments. Such special assesl;ment bonds may be an obligat:lon of the -special 
assessment district or districts and a general obligation of the City; 

(E) Bonds for the refunding of the funded indebtedness of the City; 

(F) Revenue bonds as authorized by statute which are secured only by the 
revenues from a public improvement and do not constitute a general obligation of 
the City; 

{G) Any other type of bonds which may be authorized hy cities. 

LIMITS OF BORROWING POWER: 

Section 10.2, The net bonded indebtedness incurred for all public purposes 
shall not at any time exceed ten percent ( 10%) of the assessed value of all the 
real and personal property in the City, provided that in computing such net bonded 
indebtedness there shall be excluded money borrowed under the following sections: 

10.1 (B) (tax anticipation notes), 10.1 (D) (special assessment bonds even though 
they are also a general obligation of the City). 10.1 (F) (revenue bonds) and any 
other obligations excluded by statute or Constitution from such l:l.mitation. 
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The amount of emergency loans which may be made under the provisions 
of Section 10.1 (C) may not exceed the maximum amount permitted by statute, 
and such a loan may be made even if it causes the indebtedness of the City 
to exceed the limit of net bonded indebtedness fixed in this Charter. 

The total amount of such special assessment bonds issued under Section 
10. 1 (D) which are a general- obligation of the City shall at no time b)' 
reason of future i1;1sues other than issues of refunding bonds exceed the maxi­
mum amount permitted by statute, nor shall such bonds be issued in any calen­
dar year in excess of the maximum amount so permitted to be issued by statute 
unless authorized by a majority vote of the electors in the manner required by 
statute. 

APPLICABILITY OF OTHER STATUTORY RESTRICTIONS: 

Section 10.3. The issuance of .any bonds not otherwise requiring the 
approval of the electors shall be subject to applicable requirements of any 
statute with reference to public notice in advance of the authorization of 
such issues, filing of petitions for a referendum on such issuance, holding 
of such referendum and other applicable procedural requirements. 

PREPARATION AND RECORD OF BONDS: 

Section 10.4. Each bond or other evidence-of-indebtedness shall contain 
on its face a statement specifying the purpose for which the same is issued 
and it shall be unlawful for any officer of the City to use the proceeds there­
of for any other purpose, and any officer who shall violate this provision 
shall be deemed guilty of misconduct in office, except that whenever the pro­
ceeds of any bond issue or part thereof shall remain unexpended and unencum­
bered for the purpose for which said bond issue was made, the Council may auth­
orize the use of said funds for the retirement of bonds of such issue. All 
bonds and other evidences of indebtedness issued by the City shall be -signed 
by the Mayor and countersigned by the Clerk, tmder the Seal of the City. In­
terest coupons may be executed with the facsimile signature of the Mayor and 
Clerk. A complete and detailed record of all bonds and other evidences of in~ 
debtedness issued by the City shall be kept by the City Clerk. Upon the pay­
ment of any bond or other evidence of indebtedness, the same shall be "Can­
celled". 

UNISSUED BONDS: 

Section 10.5. No unissued bonds of the City shall be issued or sold to 
secure funds for· any purpose other than that for which they were specifically 
authorized, and if any such bonds are not sold within five (5) years after 
authorization, said authorization shall, to Such bonds, be null and void, and 
such bonds shall be cancelled. 
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CHAP'l'ER 10 - Continued 

DEFERRED PAYMENT CONTRACTS: 

Section 10.6. The City may enter into any contract or agreement. by 
ordinance, for the purchase of lands. property or equipment for public purposes, 
to be paid for in installments over a period of not to exceed fifteen (15) 
years, but in any case not to exceed the useful life of the property acquired, 
The outstanding balance of all such purchases shall not exceed the sum of one 
percent (1%) of the equalized assessed value of real and personal property in 
any fiscal year of the City. All such deferred payments shall be included in 
thlil Budget for the year in which the installment is payable. Deferred payment 
contracts need not be entered tnto by ordinance for amounts less than ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000.00). 
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CHAPTER 11 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 

GENERAL POWER RELATIVE TO SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS: 

Section 11.1. The Council shall have the power to determine by reso­
lution, with or without petition. that the whole o-r any part of the ex­
pense of any public improvement be defrayed by special assessment upon the 
property especially benefited in proportion to the benefits derived or to be 
derived, 

DETAILED PROCEDURE TO BE FIXED BY ORDINANCE: 

Section 11.2, Except for the assessments set forth in Section 11. 7, 
the Council shall prescribe by ordinance the complete special assessment pro­
cedure governing the initiation of projects, preparation of plans and cost 
estimates, creation of districts. making and confirming of assessment rolls, 
correction of errors in the rolls, collection of assessments and any other 
matters concerning the making of improvements by the special assessment meth­
od, 

Such ordinance shall be subject to the following provisions: 

(A) No resolution finally determining to proceed with establishing any 
special assessment district for the making of any public improvement shall be 
enacted until cost estimates have been prepared and a public hearing has been 
held on the advisability of so proceeding, which hearing shall be held not less 
than ten (10) days after not.ice thereof h8s been published and sent by first 
class mail to all property owners in the proposed district or, if the assess­
ment is to be financed in part by the City, to all property owners in the City 
as shown by the cut:rent assessment roll. 

(B) No special assessment roll shall be finally confirmed until after a 
meeting of the Council has been held for the purpose of reviewing such roll, 
which meeting shall be held not less than ten (10) days after notice thereof 
has been Published and sent by first class mail to all property owners in the 
proposed district or if the assessment is to be financed in part by the City, 
all property owners in the City as shown by ·the current assessment roll. nor 
shall such roll be finally confirmed if prior to such meeting written _object­
ion thereto has been filed by more than fifty percent (50%) of the number of 
owners of private real property to be assessed, nor shall such roll be fin­
ally ,confirmed, if such special assessment is to be financed in part by the 
City by City-portion bonds or otherwise, if prior to such meeting written ob­
jection has been filed by more than fifty percent (50%) of the number of own­
ers of private real property in the City. 

(C) No public improvement to be financed in whole or in part by special 
assessment shall be made before the confirmation of the special assessment 
roll for such improvement. 
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(D) No special assessment district or districts shall be created by 
the Council for any one public improvement which includes property having 
an area in excess of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total area of the 
City. No public improvement project shall be divided gt:!ographically for 
the purpose of circumventing this provision. 

DISPOSITION OF EXCESSIVE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS: 

Section 11.3. The excess by which any special assessment proves larger 
than the actual cost of the improvement and expenses incidental thereto may 
be placed in the General Fund of the City if such excess is five percent (5%) 
or less of the assessment, but should the assessment. prove larger than nec­
essary by more than five percent (5%), the entire excess shall be refunded 
on a pro rata basis to the owners of the property assessed as shown by the 
current assessment roll of the City at 'the time such refund, if any, is pay­
able. Such refund shall be made by credit against future unpaid installments 
to the extent such installments then exist and the balance of such refund 
shall be in cash. No refunds may be made which contravene the provisions of 
any outstanding evidence of indebtedness secured in whole or in part by such 
special assessment. 

ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENT: CORRECTION OF INVALID SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS: 

Section 11.4. Whenever any special assessment shall, in the opinion of the 
Council, be invalid by reason of irregularity or informality in the proceed­
ings, or if any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge such assessment 
to be illegal, the Council shall, whether the improvement has been made or not, 
or whether any part of the assessments have been paid or not, have power to 
cause a new assessment to be made for the same purpose for which the former 
assessment was made, All proceedings on such reassessment and for the col­
lection thereof shall be conducted in the same mamier as provided for the ori­
ginal assessment, and whenever any sum or part thereof levied upon any property 
in the assessment so set aside has been paid and not refunded, the payment so 
made shall be applied upon the reassessment or if the payments exceed the amount 
of the reassessment, refunds shall be nade. 

No judgment or decree nor any act of the Council vacating a special as­
sessment shall destroy or impair the lien of the City upon the premises as­
sessed for such amount of the assessment as may be equitably charged against the 
same or as by regular mode of proceeding might have been lawfully assessed 
thereupon, 

CONTESTED ASSESSMENTS: 

Section ll.5. No suit or action of any kind _shall be instituted or main­
tained for the purpose of contesting or enjoining the collection of any special 
assessment: (A) unless within thirty (30) days after the confirmation of the 
special assessment roll written notice is given to the Council of intention to 
file such suit or action, stating the grounds on which it is claimed such assess­
ment is illegal and (B) unless such suit or action shall be commenced within 
sixty (60) days after confirmation of the roll. 
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CHAPTER 11 - Continued 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ACCOUNTS: 

Section 11.6. Except as otherwise provided in this Charter, monies 
raised by special assessment for any pu~li~ improvement shall be credited 
to a special aCcount and shall be used to pay for the costs of the improve­
ment for which the assessment was levied and expenses incid~ntal thereto or 
to repay any money borrowed therefor. 

ASSESSMENT FOR ~OVAL OF HAZARDS ETC. 

Section 11.7~ The ussessment for the c_ost of the abatement of any haz­
ard o·r nuisance to be m~e pursuant to Section 2.2 (0) or Section 2.2 (P) 
shall b~ made by resolution of the Council. Notice of the time at which the 
CoWlcil will act there~m shall be given by first class_ mail to the owner of 
the property to be assessed as shown by the current tax roll of the CH.y, 
For the purposes of_ collect ;Lon of such asses:;~ment, the adoption of such reso­
lution shall be equivalent to the confirmation of a speci_al assessment roll. 
The amount of any such assessment shall become <l debt _to the City Qpon adopt­
ion of such resolution, nnd shall be due at such time as the Council shall 
prescribe. Every such f!Ssessment also shall be subject to Sections 11, 3, 
11.4 and 11.5. 
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(B) sealed bids shall be obtained 
exoept when the Counoil shall 
determine by five affirmative 
votes that no advantage to the 
City would result in obtaining 
sealed bids; 

CHAPTER 12 

PURCHASES - CONTRACTS - LEASES 

PURCHASE AND SALE OF PROPERTY: 

Section 12. L The Council shall be responsible for the purchase and 
sale of all City property, 

Comparative prices shall be obtained for the purchase or sale in amounts 
not in excess of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) of all materials. supplies 
and public improvements except: (A) in the employment of professional ser­
vices and (B) when the Council shall determine that no advantage to the City 
would result. 

In all sales or purchases in excess of one thousand dollars ($1,000 .00): 
(A) the sale or purchase shall be approved by the Council; (B) Yif 1 e~ btds 

.. ehe 11 be dbta±U6d and (C) the requirements of Section 12.2 shall be com­
plied with. No sale or purchase shall be divided for the purpose of circum­
venting the dollar value limitation contained in this Section. 'I'he Council 
may authorize the making of public improvements or the performance of any other 
City work by any City agency without competitive bidding. 

Purchases shall be made from the lowest competent bidder meeting specifi­
cations unless the Council shall determine that the public interest will be 
better served by accepting a higher bid. Sales shall be made to the bidder 
whose bid is most advantageous to the City. 

All purchases and sales shall be evidenced by written contract or pur­
chase order, 

The City may not sell, transfer or otherwise dispose of any real estate 
except by a majority vote of the electors voting thereon at a Regular or Spe­
cial Election, 

The purchase and sale of all City property shall be subject to the pro­
visions of Section 5.12. 

Detailed purchasing, sale and contract procedures shall be established 
by ordinance, 

CONTRACTS: 

Section 12.2. The authority to contract on behalf of the City is 
vested in the Council and shall be exercised in accordance with the provi­
sions of statute and of this Charter. 

Any contract or agreement in an amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) 
or more made with form or terms other than the standard City purchase order 
form shall before execution be submitted to the Attorney and his opinion ob­
tained with respect to its form and legality. A copy of all contracts or 
agreements requiring such opinion shall be filed in the office of the Clerk 
together with a copy of the opinion. 
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CHAPTER 12 - Continued 

Before any contract. agreement or purchase order obligating the City 
to pay an amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000,00) or more is executed, 
the accounting officer of the Cil;y shall first have certified that an ap­
propriation has been made for the paym.ent thereof • or that sufficient funds 
will be available if :l.t be for a purpose being financed by the issuance of 
bonds or by Special assessments or for some other purpose not chargeable to 
a Budget appropriation. In the case of a contract or agreement obligating 
the City for periodic payments fn future fiscal years for the furnishing 
of a continuing service or the leasing of property. such certification 
need not cover those payments wh:tch will be due in future fiscal years. 
Certification by the accounting officer of the City shall be endorsed on 
each contract, agreement or purc.hase order requiring same or shall be filed 
as an attachment thereto. 

No contract or pu~chase order shall be subdivided ·for the purpose of 
circumventing the dollar value limitations contained in this Section. 

No contract shall be amended after the same has been made excep.l;: upon 
the ~uthority of the Council, 

-No compensation shall be paid to any contractor except in accordance 
with the terma of the cont.ract. 

No contract shall be made ·with any pen~on. firm or corporation .in de­
fault to the City. 

An individual o11greement of employment shall not be deemed a contract re­
quiring opinion by the .Attot:ney or certification by the accounting officer of 
the City. 

RESTRICTION ON POWERS TO LEASE PROPERTY: 

Section 12.3. Any o11greement or contract for the renting or leasing of 
public property to any person for a period longer than three (3) years shall 
be ijubject to the same referend\!ID. procedure <~,s is provided in .the case of ord­
inances passed by the Council, but any petiti.on for such referendum must be 
filed within thirty (30) days after publicat:l.on of the proceedings of the 
meeting of the Council at which such agreement or contract is authorized. 

The transfer or assignment of any agreement or contract for such renting 
or leasing of public prop"erty may be made only upon approval of the Council, 
but approval of such transfer shall not be subject to referendum, 

Rentals and leases and renewals thereof shall be for a fair consideration 
as determined by the Council. 

- 43 -



CHAPTER 13 

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES 

GENERAL POWERS RESPECTING UTILITIES: 

Section 13.1. The City shall possess and hereby reserves to itself 
all the powers granted to cities by statute and Constitution to acquire, 
construct, own, operate, improve, enlarge, extend, repair and maintain, 
either within or without its corporate limits, including, but not by the 
way of limitation, public utilities for supplying water, sewage treat­
ment and refuse disposal facilities, or any of them, to the municipality 
and inhabitants thereof; and also to sell and deliver water, and other 
public utility services without its corporate limits to an amount not to 
exceed the limitations set by statute and Constitution. 

- 44 -



PUBLIC U1'ILITY FRANCHISES 

GRANTING OF PUBLIC UTILITY FRANCHISES: • 

Section 14.1. Franchises for publ:l,.c utilities, tncluding but not by way 
of limitation, public utilitiEis for supplying water, light, heat, power, gas, 
communications systems, including television and telephone, burglar and fire 
communications systems, and sewage treatment, and garbage disposal facilities, 
or any of· them, and all renewals, and extensions thereof and amendments there­
to shall be granted by ordinance only, No exclusive franchise shall ev~r be 
granted, No franchise shall be granted for a period longer than thirty (30) 
years. 

No franchise ordinance which is not subject to revocation at the will of the 
Council shall be enacted nor become operative until the same shall have first bee~ 
referred to the people at a Regular or Special Election and received the affirm­
ative vote of three-fifths (3/Sths) of the electors voting thereon, No Sllch 
franchise ordinance shall be approved by the Council for referral to the elect­
orate before thtrty (30) days after application therefor has been filed with the 
Council nor until a public hearing has been held thereon, nor until the grantee 
named therein has filed with the Clerk his unconditional acceptance of all terms 
of such franchise. No Special Electimi. for such purpose shall be ordered unless 
the expense of holding such Election, <lB determined by the Council, shall first 
have _been paid to the Treasurer by the grantee. 

A franchise ordinance or renewal or elltension thereof or amendment thereto 
which is subject to revocation at the will of the Council may be enacted by the 
Council without referral to the voters, but shall not be enacted unless it shall 
have been complete in the form in which it is finally enacted and shall have so 
been on file in the office of the Clerk for public inspection for at least four 
(4) weeks after publication of a notice that such ordinance is so on file. 

CONDITIONS OF PUBLIC UTILITY FRANCHISES: 

Section 14. 2. All public utility franchises granted after the adoption of 
this Charter, whether it be so provided in the granting ordinance or not, shall 
be subject to the following rights of the City, but this enumeration shall not 
be exclusive nor shall it impair the right of the Council to insert in such 
franchise any provisf_on within the power of the City to impose or require: 

(A) To repeal the same for misuse, non-use or fail11re to comply with the 
provisions thereof; 

- 45 -



CHAPTER 14 - Continued 

(B) To require proper and adequate extension of plant and service 
maintenance thereof at the highest practicable standard of efficiency; 

(C) To establish reasonable standatds of service and quality of prod­
ucts and prevent unjust discrimination in service or rates; 

(D) To require continuous and uninterrupted service to the public in 
accordance with the terms of the franchise throughout the entire period 
thereof; 

(E) To use, control and regulate the use of its streets, bridges and 
other public. places and the space above and beneath them; 

(F) To impose such other regulations as may be determined by the Coun­
cil to be conducive to the safety, welfare and accommodation of the public. 

REGULATION OF RATES: 

Section 14. 3. All public utility franchises shall make provision there­
in for fixing rates, fares and charges and may provide for readjustments 
thereof at periodic. intervals. The value of the property of the utility used 
as a basis for fixing such rates, fares and charges shall in no event include 
a value predicated upon the franchise, good will or prospective profits. 

USE OF PUBLIC PLACES BY UTILITIES: 

Section 14.4. Every public utility, whether it has a franchise or not, 
shall pay such part of the cost of improvement or maintenance of streets, al­
leys, bridges and other public places as shall arise from its use thereof and 
shall protect and save the City harmless from all damages arising from said 
use. Every such public utility maY be required by the City to permit joint 
use of its property and appurtenances located in the streets and other public 
places of the City by the City and by other utilities insofar as such joint 
use may be reasonably practicable and upon payment of reasonable rental there­
for, In the absence of agreement and upon application by any public utility, 
the Council shall provide for arbitration of the terms and conditions of such 
joint use and the compensation to be paid therefor, and the arbitration award 
shall be final. 
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CHAPTER 15 

COURT 

JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENT: 

Section 15.1. The District Courts, ,or any Court as ma,y be emppw~red 
by the State having jurisdiction, shall have author;l.ty to hear, try and 
determine all suits and prosecutions for the recovery and enforcing of 
fines, penalties and forfeitures imposed by this Charter and the Ordi­
nances of the City of Orchard Lake Village and to punish offenders for 
the violation of this Charter and the Ordinances as is prescribed and 
directed, 

FEES, FINES AND COSTS: 

Section 15.2. All fees. fines, penalties, forfeitures and monies 
collected or received by any Court for any violation of the Ordinances 
of the City shall be paid over to the City Treasurer in acco1;dance with 
the law- and shall be credited to the General Fund of the City, 
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CHAPTER 16 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CITY LIABILITY: 

Section 16.1. The City shall not be liable for damagea sustained by 
any person either to his person or property by reason of the negligence of 
the City, its officers or employees, nor by reason of any defective condi-
tion of or obstruction in any public place unless such person shall serve or 
cause to be served upon the Clerk within sixty (60). days after the injury re­
sulting in such damages shall have occurred a notice in writing, which notice 
shall set forth substantially the time and place of such injury, the manner in 
which it occurred, the extent of such damages as far as the same has become 
known, the names and addresses of the witnesses known at the time by the 
claimant and a statement that the person sustaining such damages intends to 
hold the City liable for such damages as may have been sustained by such person. 

The City shall not be liable for any damages to person or property arising 
out of any such injury unless there shall have been first presented to the Clet·k 
a claim in writing and under oath setting forth particularly the time, place, 
nature and extent of such injury and the amount of damages claimed by reason 
thereof. No person shall bring any action against the City for any such dam­
ages until such claim shall have been filed with the Clerk and until the Coun­
cil shall have been given reasonable opportunity to aCt thereon either by al­
lowing or refusing tO allow the claim, 

It shall be a sufficient bar and answer in any court to any action or pro­
ceeding for the collection of any demand or claim against the City under this 
Section that the notice of injury and the verified proof of claim as in this 
Section required were not presented and filed within the time and in the manner 
as herein provided, 

RECORDS TO BE PUBLIC: 

Section 16.2. All records of the City shall-be public, shall be kept in 
City offices except when required for official reasons or for purposes of safe­
keeping to be elsewhere and shall be available for inspection at all reasonable 
times. 

INTERPRETATIONS: 

Section 16. 3. Except as otherwise specifically provided or indicated by 
the context: 

(1) All words used in this Charter indicating the present_ tense shall not 
be limited to the time of the adoption of this Charter but shall extend to and 
include the time of the happening of any event or requirement for which provi­
sion is made herein. 
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CHAPTER 16 - Continued 

(2) The singular nwnber shall include the plural~ the plural number 
shall include the singular and the masculine gender shall extend to and 
include the feminine gender and the neuter. 

(3) The ·wor.d "person" may extend and be applied to bodies politic 
and corporate and to partner!'Jhips, as well as to individuals. 

(4), The words "printed'' and "printing" shall :f.nclude reproductions by 
gener~lly accepted methods. 

(5) Except in referellce to signatures, the wordS ''written'' and 11 in 
writing'' shall it:tclude printing and typewriting. 

(6) The wo'l'd "officer" shall include the Mayor and other members of 
the Council, the Admtuistrat;Lve officers and members of ·the City Boards and 
commissioM created by or pursuant to· this Charte~:·, 

(7) The wOrd "stat..ute11 shall denote the Public Acts of the State of 
Michigan in effect at the time the provision of the Charter containing the 
word "statute" is to be applied, 

(8) All references to s:pecHic J?ublic Acts of the State of Michigan 
shall be to such acts as a1:e in effect at the time the reference to such 
act is to be applied. 

(9) TI1e words "law" or 11genersl laws of the State'' shall denote the 
Constitution and the Public Acts of the State of Michigan in effect at the 
time the ·provision of the Charter containi.ng the words "law" or "general laws 
of the State" :l.s to be applied. and applicable common law. 

(10) All references to section numbers shall refer to section numbers 
of this Charter. 

(11) The word "Council" includes Lts authorized representatives. 

DEFINITION OF PUBLICATION, MAILING OF NOTICES: 

Sec.tion 16.4. The requirement contained in this Charter for the pub­
lishing or publication of notices or ordinances shall be met by publif?hing 
an appropr::l.ate insertion ii'l a newspaper published in the English language 
for the dissemination of news of a general character. which newspaper shall 
have had a general circulation at regular intervals in the City immedJ.ately 
preceding the time that it is used for such publication purposes. The affi­
davit of the printer or publisher of such newspaper, or of his foreman cr 
principal clerk, annexed to a printed copy of such notice, ordinance or pro­
ceeding taken from the paper in which it was published and specifyf.ng the 
times of publication shall be prJ.ma. facie evidence of such publicatJ.on. 
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CHAPTER 16 - Continued 

In any case in which this Charter requires the mailing of notices, 
the affidavit of the officer or employee responsible for such mailing 
that such notice was mailed shall be prima facie evidence of such mailing. 

TRUSTS: 

Section 16.5. All trusts established for any municipal purpose shall 
be used and continued in accordance with the terms of such trust, subject 
to the cy pres doctrine. The Council may in ita discretion receive and hold 
any property in trust for any municipal purpose and shdl apply the same to 
the execution of such trust and for no other purpose except in cases where 
the cy pres doctrine shall apply. 

QUORUM: 

Section 16.6. Except as provided otherwise in this Charter, a quorum 
of any board of commission created by or pursuant to this Charter shall be 
a majority of the members of such board or commission in office at the time, 
but not less than two (2) members. 

SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS: 

Section 16.7. Whenever the date fixed by this Charter or by ordinance 
for the doing or completion of any act falls on a Sunday or legal holiday, 
such act shall be done or completed on the next succeeding day which is not 
a Sunday, or legal holiday. 

PENALTIES FOR MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE: 

Section 16.8. Any officer of the City found guilty by a cqurt of compe­
tent jurisdiction of any act declared by this Charter to constitute misconduct 
in any office may be punished by a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars 
($500.00) or imprisonment for not to exceed ninety (90) days or both in the 
discretion of the court. The punishment provided in this Section shall be in 
addition to that of having the office declared vacant as provided in Section 
5.2. 

CHAPTER AND SECTION HEADINGS: 

Section 16.9, The chapter, section and sub-section headings used in this 
Charter are for convenience only and shall not be considered as part of the 
Charter. 
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CHAPTER 16 - Continued 

AMENDMENTS: 

Section 16.10. This Charter may be amended at any time in the manner 
provided by statute. Should two (2) or more amendments adopted at the same 
Election have conflicting provisions, the one receiving the largest affirm­
ative vote shall prevail as to those provisions. 

NO ESTOPPEL: 

Section 16.11. No estoppel may be created against the City. 

PROCESSES AGAINST CI'rY: 

Section 16 .12. All processes against the City shall run against the 
City in the corporate name thereof and lll&Y be served by leaving a true copy 
with the Mayor~ Clerk or Attorney. 

SEVERABILITY OF CHARTER PROVISIONS: 

SectiOn 16.13, If any provision, sectiOn, article or clause of this 
Charter or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be 
found to be invalid by a court, such invalidity shall not affect any re­
maining portion or application of the Charter which can be given effect 'With­
out the invalid portion or application, provided such remaining portions or 
applications are not determined by the court to be inoperable, and to this 
end this Charter is declared to be severable. 
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CHAPTER 17 

SCHEDULE 

ELECTION OF CHARTER: 

Section 17.1. 'fhis Charter shall be submitted to a vote of the electors 
of the City of Orchard Lake Village for adoption at a Regular City Election 
to be held on November J, 1981. In connection with such Election the 
City Council and the City Clerk shnl..l perform all the duties required by law 
for the giving of notice of and the conduct of such Election which shall be con­
ducted in accordance with the State Election Law and State statutes relating to 
the submission of "the Charter to the electors. If, at said Election, a major­
ity of the electors of the City voting thereon shall vote in favor of the adopt­
ion of this Charter, then said Charter shall thereupon become effective to the 
full extent allowed by .law and the City Clerk shall perform all acts required 
or necessary by law to carry the Charter into effect. 

FORM OF BALLOT: 

Section 17.2. The fonn of the ballot on submission of this Charter shall 
be us follOI.;s: 

"Shall the Proposed Charter of the City of Orchard Lake 
Village, framed by the Charter Commission elected on 
November 4, 1980, be adopted?" 

Yes 

No 

TERMS 01~ OFFICE: 

Section 17,3. The adoption of this Charter shall not change or influence 
the terms of office of the Mayor, or of any Councilmember holding office at the 
time of the adoption of the Charter, but each said member who holds any such of­
fice shall continue therein until a successor has been elected and assumes the 
office to which said successor has been elected in accordance with the proviF:ion 
of this Charter. 

CITY RIGHTS, OBJ.IGATIONS AND ORDINANCES: 

Section 17.4. The adoption of this Charter shall not affect any rights, 
assets, obligations, li.abillties or immunities of the City of Orchard Lake Vil­
lage or the officers thereof and all ordinanr.es in effect at the time of the 
adoption of this Charter shall continue and remain in full force and effect ex­
cept as to the extent expressly provided otherwise herein. The failure of the 
adoption of this Charter does not affect any of the ri.ghts, assets, obligations, 
liabilittes or immun:tties of the City or o[ the officers and any ordinances in 
effect at the time of submission of this Charter shall in such event continue in 
full force and effect, 
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CHAPTER 17 - Continued 

OFFICERS AFTER ADOPTION OF CHARTER: 

Section 17.5. At the first meeting of the Council following the date that 
the Charter shall become effective as the Charter of the City of Orchard Lake 
Village, the Mayor and Councilmembers holding office at the time of the adopt-:­
ion of this Charter shall qualify for and assume the respective offices set 
forth under this Charter and shall, thereafter, perform the duties of thei.r 
respective offices subject to and in accord<Lnce with the provisions of this 
Charter. All other administrative officers and employees of the City shall 
continue in the respective offices and employtnent held by them at the time 
this Charter shall become effective for the terms for which they were employed 
or appointed and shall be subject to the provisi.ons of this Charter, 'fhere.­
after, successors 'of all such officers shall be elected or appointed in the 
manner provided in the Charter. 

It is intended that no ch~nge in the current number of Councilmembers 
shall be affected except through the course of Regular City Elections as set 
forth herein. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

Section 17 .6. The effective date of this Charter shall be the first (1st) 
day of January, A.D., 1982 at l2 o'clock noon, 
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RESOLUTION OF APOPTION 

CITY OF ORCHARD LAKE VILLAGE 

CHARTER COMMISSION 

At a meeting of the Charter Commission of the City of Orchard 
Lake Village, held in the offices of the City or Orchard Lake Village, 
Oakland County, State of Michigan, being the usual meeting place of the 
Charter Commission, of the 29th day of July, 1981: 

Present were the following members: 

Commissioners Brown, Brocck, Carlin, Jenson, Wagener and 
Wagner. 

At such meeting the following resolution was offered by Commissioner 
Carlin and supported by Commission€r Wagener: 

WHEREAS, on the /+th day of November, 1980, a Charter Commission was 
elected by the electors of the City of Orchard Lake Village, and 

WHEREAS, said Charter Commission hus convened regularly and has 
considered all of the provisions of a proposed revised Charter and hus 
considered comments from the citizens relating to the Ra1ne, and 

WHEREAS, the Charter Commission, after due deliberation, has drafted a 
proposed revised Charter for the City of Orchard Lake Village and wishes to 
adopt the same for submission to the electors of the City; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Churter Commission for the 
City of Orchard Lake Village, Oal(land County, Michigan, does hereby 
adopt the foregoing and attached document as the proposed revised Charter 
for the City of Orchard Lake Village; 

BE IT }"URTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk shall publish such proposed 
Charter in one newspaper ut least once, not less than two weeks and not 
more thun four week preceding said Election, together with a notice of 
said Election. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the Charter Commission 
is hereby directed to provide for the transmission of said Charter 
to the Governor of the State of Michigan, forthwith, in accordance 
with the provisions of the statute in such case made and provided. 

The vote on the adoption of said resolution was as follows: 

AYES: Commissioners Brown, Broock, Carlin, Jenson, Wagener 
and Wagner. 

NAYS: None. 

ABSENT: Collltl\issioners Girard, Rycus and Sin:gelyn. 

RICHARD R. BROWN, Chairman 
Charter Commission for the 
City of Orchard Lake Village 

JANET E. OVERHOL1', CLERK 
Charter Commission for the 
City o£ Orchard J,ake Village 

COUNTERSIGNED BY THE FOLLOWING COMMISSIONERS: 

Bowen R. Broock 
Robert F. Singelyn 
John B. Carlin, Jr. 
Larry A. Girard 

Thomas R. Wagener 
Donald H. Wagner 
Mel Rycus 
Robert F. Jenson 
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CERTIFICATION OF CHARTER COMMISSION 

STATE OF MICHIGAN) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND) 

JANET E. OVERHOLT, being first duly sworn deposes and says the 
following named persons were elected to and comprised the Charter Commission 
for the City of Orchard Lake Village, on an election held on November 4, 
1980: 

Bowen Broock, Richard R. Brown, John B. Carlin Jr., Larry A. Girard, 
Robert F. Jenson, Mel Rycus, Robert F. Singelyn, Thomas R. Wagener 
and Donald Wagner, 

That the members of said Charter Commission did meet as prescribed 
by law and that at the first meeting of the Charter Commission, Richard R. 
Brown was duly elected Chairman and Janet E. Overholt was elected Clerk and 
that the annexed and foregoing Charter was duly framed and adopted by said 
Charter Commission and said Charter Commission directed that said Charter 
b~ presented to electors of the City of Orchard Lake Village at the time 
fixed therein. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 19th day of March, A.D., 1981. 

JACK E. NICHOLSON 
Notary Public - Oakland County 
My Commission expires: Nov. 17, 1981 

Drafted By: 

ROBER'l' V. PAREN'l'I, ~SQ. 

AT'fORNEY FOR CHARTEH COMMISSION 

JANET E. OVERHOLT, Clerk 
Charter Commission for the 
City of Orchard Lake Village 
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